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UK Web Archive Approaches and Tools – scalable 

and collaborative web archiving

British Library, Boston Spa

1) Background

2) Legislative framework

3) Domain crawling

4) Selective crawling 

5) Content Strategies

6) Partnerships and 

Collaborations
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UK Web Archive Background 

● 2004 began selectively 

archiving websites

● Legal Deposit Libraries Act 

2003 

● Permission sought before 

archiving

● 30% success rate

● Resource intensive

● 2004 - 2013 = 15,000 

websites
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UK Legal Deposit Libraries 

• British Library St Pancras

• British Library Boston Spa

• National Library of Scotland

• National Library of Wales

• Trinity College Dublin

• Bodleian Libraries, Oxford University

• Cambridge University Library 

Server racks, 

Boston Spa 
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UK Web Archiving Team 
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Non- Print Legal Deposit Regulations 

Definition of a “UK work”: 

a)   It is made available to the public 

from a website with a domain name which 

relates to the UK; or

b)  Is made available to the public by a 

person and any of that person’s activities 

relating to the creation or the publication of the 

work take place within the United Kingdom.

[The Legal Deposit Libraries (non-print works) 

regulations, 2013]

Automatically scope in: 

• UK TLDs, e.g. .uk, .scot, .cymru, .london etc

• Geo-IP database look up for UK servers
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Out of scope / Exclusions 

• Film and recorded sound where the audio-visual content 

predominates, e.g. YouTube, BBC iPlayer.

• Private intranets and emails.

• Personal data in social networking sites or that are only 

available to restricted groups.
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Domain Crawling 

Annual Domain Crawl average 

stats: 

• 5-10 million hosts (websites)

• Over 2 billion items

• 70 - 100 TB of compressed data 

" [The UK Web Archive contains] shocking amounts of information"

Milligan, I. (2015) Web Archive Legal Deposit: A Double-Edged Sword. Digital History, Web Archives, 

and Contemporary History. https://ianmilligan.ca/2015/07/14/web-archive-legal-deposit-a-double-edged-

sword/ 14th July 2015 [Date accessed: 09/07/2018]

Domain 477.64 TB

Frequent 255.24 TB

Total 732.88 TB

Webrecorder 1.63 TB 

NPLD totals 

https://ianmilligan.ca/2015/07/14/web-archive-legal-deposit-a-double-edged-sword/
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Crawling limitations 
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Annotation, Curation Tool 
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Topics and Themes (Special Collections)
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Who Curates the Web Archive? 
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Collaboration IIPC 
The National Archives

BBC Archives

Parliamentary Archives

Public Record Office Northern 

Ireland

Alan Turing Institute 

RESAW 

National Library of Ireland

School of Advanced Studies 
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Thank-you!

E: nicola.bingham@bl.uk

T: @NicolaJBingham

@UKWebArchive

W: www.webarchive.org.uk

mailto:nicola.bingham@bl.uk
mailto:nicola.bingham@bl.uk
http://www.webarchive.org.uk/
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“Can you see me mum?”

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20100223122017/http://www.oneandother.co.uk/participants/steveplatt

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20100223122017/http:/www.oneandother.co.uk/participants/steveplatt

