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DPC Web Archiving & Preservation Working Group: 
Social Media & Complex Content
16 January 2020, Edinburgh
Ethical Deliberation: To Archive Twitter or Not to Archive Twitter
In small groups, delegates will be assigned propositions regarding the ethical viability of archiving Twitter data. These assigned propositions will represent approaches that crystallize the ethical conflicts that arise from the practice of capturing this valuable - yet potentially sensitive - user-generated data. Each group must develop a set of arguments to defend their assigned proposition and then share their arguments with the whole group at the end. All delegates will then anonymously vote for the most persuasively argued proposition using Mentimeter.
The arguments put forward by each group are not intended to reflect the actual views of any participating delegates or their organisations. Rather, the activity encourages abstract, critical exploration of difficult issues among fellow practitioners.
Propositions:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1: ‘The legal regulations and Twitter T&Cs are enough justification for preserving Twitter data as part of collections.’

2: ‘The legal regulations and Twitter T&Cs are enough justification for preserving Twitter data as part of collections, but we will only keep Tweet IDs (unique identifiers for each tweet) and dispose of all other tweet content and metadata.’

3: ‘The legal regulations and Twitter T&Cs don’t go far enough to protect individuals represented in the data, so we have to seek permission from every user before collecting.’

4: ‘The legal regulations and Twitter T&Cs don’t go far enough to protect individuals represented in the data, so we will notify every user (through Twitter) and offer to remove any tweet or content upon request.’

5: ‘The legal regulations and Twitter T&Cs don’t go far enough to protect individuals represented in the data, so we will collect and preserve Twitter data, but store it in a secure dark archive.’
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