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How did we get here?



1. Costs of digital preservation 

…money turns out to be the major problem facing the 
future of our digital heritage. (Rosenthal 2012)

152.64 Euros per gigabyte per year in 2018
Based on 242 entries in the Curation Costs Exchange 



2. Practical Experience of 
Digital Assets

Setup:
Tens of thousands?

Setup:
Tens of millions?



Digital Preservation expensive?
NO! It’s an Unfunded Mandate



Costs also depend on timing …

Digital objects

Business Process or Project

Solution? Preservation Ready Infrastructure: Technology, Policy, People



3. Tangible versus intangible: 
(part one)

Cash Value: $6.3bn

Share Valuation: $104bn

Intangible assets: $97.7bn

Pieces of data: 2.1trillion

Productive capacity: nil

Production costs (to FB): nil



3. Tangible versus intangible: 
(part two)

By John Fader at the English language Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12799949



4. A note about Cyber-
Insurance

ALE = ARO * SLE,
(SLE = AV * EF)
Annualised Loss Expectancy
Annual Rate of Occurrence
Single Loss Expectancy
Asset Value
Exposure Factor



5. Do we even know the 
questions to ask …
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