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Characterisation: Making sense of your collections

Know your enemy!
Pronom + Droid
• Duplication
• Fixity
• Characterisation
Some others
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File formats are a problem for preservation ... sort of

Changing file formats
vs
‘Robust’ formats
vs
Proliferating formats
vs
Conformant data containers
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How to pick a winner ...

Adoption
Dependency
Disclosure
Transparency
Metadata support
Interoperability
Complexity
Stability
Rights management

Todd, M 2009 ‘File formats for preservation’, DPC Technology Watch Report 
02/09, online at http://www.dpconline.org/advice/technology-watch-
reports.html
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How to pick a winner ...

Todd, M 2009 ‘File formats for preservation’, DPC Technology Watch Report 
02/09, online at http://www.dpconline.org/advice/technology-watch-
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beyond and potentially over-writing the criteria ...  
repository managers should align the recognition and 
weighting of criteria with a clear preservation strategy 
that articulates the purpose of the repository and the 
needs of its designated community; 
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How to pick a winner ...

... it’s not going to be about 
obsolescence so much as 
workflow and capacity
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Pronom + Droid: eh?

Pronom: a register of file formats and their behaviours 
(probably the world’s most boring database)

DROID: a tool that analyses the files on a system (using the 
most boring database in the world)

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/PRONOM/Default.aspx
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file formats and their characteristics
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DROID: Search and report on 
files from an entire network

Identify files by ‘extension’
Identify files by ‘signature’
Identify subtypes and versions
Report errors and concerns

Scalability ...
Built for TNA …
Only as good as data …
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Also in this space:
• C3PO
• JHOVE
• TIKKA
• FITS

• UDFR
• TOTEM

Only as good as their data:  
SO JOIN IN!
• CRISP
• JUST FIX IT
• PRONOM
• DROID
• …


