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What is the DPC?
The Digital Preservation Coalition (DPC) exists to secure our digital legacy.
We are an international not-for-profit membership organization funded through
annual subscriptions. We consist of a small executive office delivering a program
on behalf of our members, meeting their needs and benefiting the global digital
preservation community. We are member-owned and member-run: our work is
overseen by an Executive Board of our members and our activities are framed in
response to a mandate that our members design and renew. We seek partnership
and engagement with all sectors, agencies and individuals who share our vision of
a secure digital legacy.

What does the DPC do?
Our members have given us
six strategic objectives:
• Community Engagement: enabling
a growing number of agencies and
individuals in all sectors and in all
countries to participate in a dynamic
and mutually supportive digital
preservation community.
• Advocacy: campaigning for a
political and institutional climate more
responsive and better informed about
the digital preservation challenge;
raising awareness about the new
opportunities that are presented
by resilient digital assets.
• Workforce Development: providing
opportunities for our members to
acquire, develop and retain competent
and responsive workforces that are
ready to address the challenges of
digital preservation.

• Capacity Building: supporting
and assuring our members in the
delivery and maintenance of high
quality and sustainable digital
preservation services through
knowledge exchange, technology
watch, research and development.
• Good Practice and Standards:
identifying and developing good
practice and standards that make
digital preservation achievable,
supporting efforts to ensure
services are tightly matched
to shifting requirements.
• Management and Governance:
ensuring the DPC is a sustainable,
competent organization focused on
member needs, providing a robust
and trusted platform for collaboration
within and beyond the Coalition.

What are the benefits of membership?
Full
Member

Associate
Member

Access to expert community of the Coalition and its members

4

4

Dedicated support from DPC subject specialists

4

8

Preferential access to DPC staff expertise

4

8

Dedicated support in procurement of specialist digital
preservation services and recruitment

4

8

Access to grants from the DPC Career Development Fund

4

4

On-site training with our in-house digital preservation experts

4

4

Alignment of our strategy and work plan with your
organisational requirements

4

8

Ability to commission DPC’s specialist program of work,
activities and live events such as: publications, workshops,
conferences and Briefing Days

4

8

5 places per
event

1 place per
event

Support in maturity modelling and associated organisational
development using the DPC’s Rapid Assessment Model (RAM)

4

4

Priority access to live topical webinars on the state of the art in
digital preservation

4

4

Priority access to the DPC Knowledge Base including:
draft Technology Watch Reports, recordings from live
events and webinars

4

4

Priority

As available

Establishment and participation in cross-sector task forces
and working groups

4

By invitation

Participation in annual member consultation and networking
event series

4

4

Voting rights for the biennial Digital Preservation Awards

4

4

Eligibility to judge the BitList of Digitally Endangered Species

4

4

Membership of DPC Sub-Committees to oversee and
develop our program

4

4

Eligibility for joint applications to funding bodies

4

4

Use of DPC web conference facility

4

4

Ability to set budgets and subscription rates

4

8

Benefits of Membership

Participation in advanced topical Briefing Days
and training events

Participation in specialist projects and initiatives

Program of Activities
We deliver our strategic objectives through a program of practical activities,
commissioned by members each year as part of our annual consultation, ‘Connecting
the Bits,’ and supervised on an ongoing basis by a series of member Sub-Committees.

Publications
Our publication program represents the subjects we will be working on in 2019 – 2020
and is overseen by full members who commission research to support their strategic
needs. All members are offered early access to publications on the DPC website.
Technology Watch Series
Reports
Preserving Digital Sound and Vision (2nd edition)

Autumn 2019

Software Preservation

Autumn 2019

Guidance Notes
Guide to Procuring Digital Preservation Services and Systems

2020

DPC Members and Staff also share informal and current analysis via the DPC Blog: http://dpconline.org/blog

Career Development Fund
Funded by DPC Supporters, and previously known as the Leadership Program,
the Career Development Fund provides grants for members to undertake training
and professional development opportunities. Grants are regularly offered for established
courses, conferences and events through calls for applications. DPC members can also
apply for funding to attend opportunities they have identified independently, allowing
more flexibility to meet local development needs. Scholarships already planned for
2019-20 include:
• Digital Preservation Training Program Online
• Winter School for Audiovisual Archiving,
Netherlands Institute for Sound and Vision
• iDCC Conference, Dublin
• iPRES Conference, Beijing
• PASIG Conference, Madrid

Training, Briefing Days and Community Fora
This is an indicative program and dates may change.

Name

Type

Date

Digital Preservationists Anonymous
(iPRES2019)

Members Only Forum

September 2019

Preserving Semi-Current/Active Records

Briefing Day

January 2020

Digital Preservation Business Case Toolkit

Booksprint

February 2020

Preserving Moving Image and Sound
(2nd Edition)

Report Launch

February 2020

Managing Sensitive Data

Briefing Day

March 2020

Digital Preservation Carpentry

Training

April 2020

Preserving 3D engineering models

Briefing Day

April 2020

Online Training Pilot for:
Getting Started in Digital Preservation
Making Progress in Digital Preservation

Online Training

Spring 2020

Web Archiving Training

Training

May 2020

Software Preservation

Report Launch

May 2020

Email Preservation Training

Training

June 2020

Workflow Sharing

Workshop

June 2020

Digital Preservation Futures

Community Forum

July 2020

Digital Preservationists Anonymous

Members Only Forum

July 2020

Advocacy for Digital Preservation

Training

July 2020

In 2019-2020 the DPC will undertake a review of its training provision, focusing particularly
on taking introductory content online and developing new intermediate level courses.
While we investigate these opportunities, the DPC welcomes invitations to speak directly
to students at their teaching institutions.
In place of our roadshows we will offer to bring our day-long training sessions called
‘Getting Started in Digital Preservation’ and ‘Making Progress in Digital Preservation’ to
members’ own offices on request. Scheduling of these sessions will depend on our other
program commitments.
DPC Briefing Days will be broadcast online or recorded for members to view after the event.

Online Activities and Resources
The DPC endeavours to ensure that as much of its program is accessible by as
many of its members wherever they are in the world. We maintain a full program
of online activities and have updates planned for some of our resources, as
highlighted below.

Webinars

Date

Introduction to the DPC Rapid Assessment Model

September 2019

Web Archiving Webinars Series

Autumn 2019

Workflow Webinars

Spring 2020

Digital Preservation Futures Series

May 2020

Members’ Lounge (Drop in surgery)

Last Thursday of every month
for open discussion; times vary.

Resources
Handbook
PLANNED UPDATE 2019

Guidance for institutions and individuals on a broad range of
digital preservation issues. Including a continually expanding
range of practical tools and resources to help them identify
and take appropriate actions.

DPC Rapid Assessment
Model (RAM)

A new maturity model designed to help organizations quickly
assess themselves on a yearly basis.

Policy Exchange

Online platform for the exchange of policy, procedural and
other organisational information.

Executive Guide on
Digital Preservation

A set of generic and specific messages and motivators
designed to communicate with senior executives with a view
to embedding the value of digital preservation at the core of
every organization.

Digital Preservation
Business Case Toolkit
PLANNED UPDATE 2019

Curation Costs
Exchange
PLANNED UPDATE 2019

A collection of helpful information to assist in the construction
of a business case, from planning and preparation all the way
through to polishing and communicating the finished case for
digital preservation in your organization.
A platform for understanding and comparing digital
curation costs.

All members are welcome to use the DPC web-conferencing facility for their own use by prior arrangement.

Highlights for 2019-2020
WORLD DIGITAL
PRESERVATION DAY
/ NOVEMBER 2019
With the theme ‘At-Risk
Digital Materials,’ World Digital
Preservation Day 2019 will
bring together individuals and
institutions from across the world,
with member blogs, publications
and activities to showcase the
importance of digital preservation
and the work of the digital
preservation community.

THE ‘BITLIST’ OF DIGITALLY
ENDANGERED SPECIES
The BitList identifies which digital
materials our community thinks are
most at risk, as well as those which
are relatively safe thanks to digital
preservation efforts. The next edition
of the BitList will be published on World
Digital Preservation Day, 7th November
2019, reviewing the status of existing
entries – celebrating where digital
materials are now less at-risk
– and inviting new additions.

DIGITAL PRESERVATION
AWARDS 2020
Entries open in Spring
2020 for an international
celebration of the most
significant and innovative
contributions to securing
a digital legacy.

Working Groups and Task Forces
Task Forces and Working Groups are independently moderated spaces in which DPC
members can discuss, debate and resolve issues on targeted topics in an informal and
confidential way. These groups are open to members and invited guests.
Name

Type

Preserving Electronic Record and
Document Management Systems

Task Force

Web Archiving and Preservation

Policy and Skills Development Working Group

Bedern Group

Historic Environment Data Working Group

Princes Street Group

Network of National Institutions Working Group

National Libraries Archives
and Museums (NatLAM)

Network of Global National Institutions Working
Group

File Formats

Working Group

BitList Jury

Invitational Expert Group

Digital Preservation Awards

Invitational Expert Group

Projects
DPC will seek to obtain additional funding this year in order that we can investigate the
opportunity to develop further research in the following areas of interest for its members,
with a view to developing or refreshing resources which may be used to enhance working
practices.
Practical testing of database
preservation

Project to pilot and evaluate different approaches
to the preservation of legacy databases

Skills and competencies of an
emerging profession

A collaborative project to update the DigCurV
competency framework and develop additional
supporting tools and resources.

Join us
Our members are found in many different sectors, currently in eleven countries
and on three continents. They represent global corporations, national and
local memory institutions, higher education and research institutions,
broadcasters, strategic investors and funding bodies and professional bodies.
This membership is dynamic and has expanded significantly in recent years.
As our membership continues to grow in diversity and in geographical range
so does the context in which we operate. We welcome applications from
organizations of any kind provided they share our vision and principles.

There are three routes to participation in the DPC’s activities:
• Full Membership: extended access to the Coalition and its staff and outputs as
well as the opportunity to target the Coalition’s expertise on specific thematic areas.
• Associate Membership: priority access to events, programs and publications
and the opportunity to develop innovative cross sector partnerships.
• DPC Supporters: any organization which provides products or services to the digital
preservation community is welcome to register as a DPC Supporter, sponsoring our
work to extend the global digital preservation community.
Download an application pack by visiting the DPC website: www.dpconline.org/join-us
Start a conversation about joining by emailing us at: info@dpconline.org

Reviews from DPC events

Comments from the latest DPC members

INSERT COIN TO CONTINUE: A BRIEFING DAY ON
SOFTWARE PRESERVATION / MAY 2019

BT

I already feel I have a better ability to discuss issues
around software use and preservation with researchers
who are planning or managing research projects.
VANISHING POINT: THE CURATION AND
PRESERVATION OF VIRTUAL REALITY / MARCH 2019
This event has opened my eyes about how others
think about digital preservation; that archivists and
librarians need to be involved with the artists and digital
innovators creating work that needs to be preserved.
PRESERVING MOVING IMAGE & SOUND: A DPC
BRIEFING DAY / APRIL 2019
Good range of speakers – it’s always difficult to cater
to all types of archives and collections, but there was a
good breadth of speakers with a range of experiences.

As we prepare to celebrate BT’s 175th anniversary in 2021, we are keen
to ensure our ongoing legacy. We look forward to benefitting from the
expertise of the DPC’s members and team, as well as learning from the
external perspectives and experiences of an impartial support network.

CERN, THE EUROPEAN LABORATORY FOR PARTICLE
PHYSICS

The DPC offers an excellent forum whereby we can share ideas, potential
solutions and profit from the experience and knowledge of others. A
classical “win-win” situation.

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

Our digital preservation activities will only be successful with
organisational commitment, a skilled workforce, and strong ties to a
community of practice. Joining the Digital Preservation Coalition and
exchanging information and expertise with the digital preservation
community will certainly help us advance our goals.

DPC Glasgow
11 University Gardens
Glasgow
G12 8QQ
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