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Context

• Origins: I used to be an author facing an archaic publishing 
system…

• Stanford University Press’s digital initiative
• Assumptions of longevity
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Approaches



Approaches

• Web Archive
• High-Fidelity Mirror
• The crawler and the player 

matter
• External dependencies are 

an issue
• Links are still an issue
• Ethics around external 

content capture
• Delivery mechanism adds 

dependency



Repository Storage

• Preserves the bits
• Requires 

documentation for 
restoring the 
disaggregated parts

• Requires metadata
• Requires repository 

infrastructure
• Subject to repository 

structural limitations
• Excludes external 

assets



Documentation

• Acknowledges 
ephemerality

• Descriptive archive
• Low fidelity
• Requires collaboration
• Assumes PDF/HTML/MP4 

formats persist
• Requires hosting or 

repository infrastructure 
for availability

“The more immediate, the more ephemeral, the more of-the-
moment or of-the-place the work is, the more likely that it is known 
through images and accounts, the two sometimes working 
together, sometimes in isolation from one another.” 

-Martha Buskirk, The Contingent Object of Contemporary Art



• To paraphrase Abby Smith Rumsey, more is always better when it 
comes to ensuring a species’ or an artwork’s longevity. More 
copies, more documentation, more attention to sustainable 
design are key in protecting not only our own work but the future of 
digital scholarship.





Guidelines



A couple of lessons we’ve learned

• Bad, better, best:
• Embedding content sourced externally
• If it’s worth it, localize it
• Linking out to resources

• “razor’s edge of balance”
• Author’s expectations around longevity differ





Thanks to
• James Joyce

• For inspiring the Mapping Dubliners Project

• Virginia Woolf
• To the Lighthouse (quote)

• W.B. Yeats
• The Second Coming (quote)

• Abbey Smith Rumsey
• When We Are no More (paraphrase)

• Martha Buskirk
• The Contingent Object of Contemporary Art 

(quote)

• Walt Disney Productions
• The Black Hole Read-Along (audio)

• Grover
• The Monster at the End of this Book (images)

https://mappingdubliners.org/
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