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Trust in Archives Initiative (TAI)
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The Trust in Archives Initiative (TAI) is a cross-disciplinary 
coalition dedicated to preserving the authenticity of media 
collections, encouraging transparency, and ensuring 
public trust in archives. 

In an era increasingly influenced by synthetic media, TAI 
brings together expertise across sectors to develop 
practical tools and resources that address the challenges 
of generative AI, ensuring archives remain trusted 
sources of the historical record.



Background

Archival Producers 
Alliance (APA)

Representing over 700 
archival producers, APA uses 
collective knowledge to 
influence policy and affect 
change in the documentary 
field. 

Created the Best Practices 
for Use of Generative AI in
Documentaries and 
accompanying toolkit.
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Association of Moving 
Image Archivists (AMIA)

Bringing together a global 
network of media archivists, 
AMIA is dedicated to the 
preservation and use of moving 
images. AMIA supports 
education, collaboration, and 
innovation to preserve the 
moving image record and 
ensure it remains accessible.

https://www.archivalproducersalliance.com/genai-guidelines
https://www.archivalproducersalliance.com/genai-guidelines
https://www.archivalproducersalliance.com/genai-guidelines
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• Steering committee

• Working groups 

• Coalition partners

• Bi-monthly meetings with 
speaker

• Educational events / public 
engagements

Structure

With support from:



Why this matters now
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Why this matters now
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● Archives play a critical role in how we understand the past—but that role depends on 
public trust.

● Archives sustain trust through transparency, context, and care, and that trust allows 
them to remain meaningful and usable.

● The generative AI landscape makes it harder to tell what something is, where it came 
from, and whether it’s been generated or altered. New provenance / transparency 
mechanisms are not fully rolled out, reliable, or foolproof.

● AI can re-use and transform archival materials, often outside their original context, 
raising new questions about access/use, rights, consent, attribution, and the 
preservation of meaning.

● TAI helps archives think through how to navigate this landscape, and support access 
and innovation while maintaining trust.
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 Authentication

Tools to ensure and attest to  
authenticity and provenance of 
collections. 

 Content Licensing

Tools to protect collections, set 
boundaries for use, and ensure 
alignment with institutional values.

 Strategic Engagement

Tools to help institutions assess 
collaboration opportunities with 
tech companies.

 Taxonomies

Tools to enable archivists to 
evaluate and communicate AI 
processes and their impact on 
archival media.

Working groups, 2025-2026



TAI Toolkit for Archives
https://trustarchives.org/tai-toolkit/
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 Authentication

Due diligence questions to establish 
archival authenticity.

 Content Licensing

Templates for licensing addenda 
prohibiting AI use and allowing 
limited use.

 Strategic Engagement

Guiding questions for engaging 
with AI tech companies 
(aggregators, intermediaries, 
model builders).

 Taxonomies

Survey and comparison grid of 
relevant metadata standards.

Toolkit resources
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• Working groups 
• Steering committee
• Coalition partners
• Bi-monthly community calls 

with guest speakers
• Events

Webinar series
https://trustarchives.org/toolkit-series/
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• Working groups 
• Steering committee
• Coalition partners
• Bi-monthly community calls 

with guest speakers
• Events

External resources

We encourage additions 
and feedback through 
our Suggestion Form.  

https://forms.gle/SmWbsYozUtpLYuNS8
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• Working groups 
• Steering committee
• Coalition partners
• Bi-monthly community calls 

with guest speakers
• Events

Bi-monthly community calls

Past guest speakers have included:

● Kate Murray and Joshua Sternfeld 
on Content Authenticity and 
Provenance in the Age of Artificial 
Intelligence: A Call-to-Action for the 
LAMs Community.

● Leo Lo on the University of Virginia 
Archival AI Protocol.

● Sayers Technology on systems 
security.

Sign up to receive 
meeting invitations
https://trustarchives.org/



Upcoming online symposium
Speakers include:

● Ottar Anderson, DOAWG
● Lou Burkart, Eye Filmmuseum
● Luciana Duranti, InterPARES Trust AI
● Charlie Eckert, Global ImageWorks
● Brenda Gunn, University of Virginia
● Dave Hansen, Authors Alliance
● Elizabeth Hansen, Texas Archive of the 

Moving Image
● Shanna Hollich, CC Signals
● Kate Murray, Library of Congress
● Yvonne Ng, WITNESS
● Kay Page, FOCAL
● Brendan Quinn, IPTC
● Eric Scouten, CAWG
● Nick Spark, Periscope
● Garth Stewart, Digital Preservation 

Coalition



trustarchives.org Preserving authenticity. Sustaining trust.

 Authentication and Metadata

Licensing and Donor 
Agreements

Education

Building media literacy around 
generative AI & archives

Editorial

Review existing tools and refine 
guidance

Forthcoming new working groups
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Register for the 30 Sept symposium
   Attend a bimonthly call
      Join or start a working group
         Suggest a resource 

Get involved!


