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a public centre for the history of science in contemporary india

collections across ecology, agriculture, space research, mathematics

mandate to provide free and open access to over 10k+ archival objects

started in 2019 with ~70k digital objects (300k+ in 2025)



                                                                                               archival objects

                 digital objects



let me guess…
chased out of the 
archives again?



archival object (ao) : a unit component of an archival collection at any 
level of arrangement / hierarchy

eg: a single (folder, series, subseries)

digital object (do) : a unit, digital surrogate with its archival description 
produced from a digitization process
eg: a single (.jpg, .pdf, .tiff, .mp3, .mov)  
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accession

create an accession record in the archivesspace interface







arrangement

spawn a resource record from an accession record on the archivesspace interface





populate the datamap-ao

(a subset of archivesspace’s bulk import templates)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GJa9Hhp1ycMXnh2yrLztzX_8YlvwqCTTh1lRviaZNS8/edit?gid=0#gid=0




upload the datamap-ao to archivesspace

export data from archivesspace to get the web-links to the archival objects







saf (simple archive format) creator

https://github.com/jcreel/SAFCreator

packs archival objects (at folder level) with digital objects 

https://github.com/jcreel/SAFCreator






upload saf packs (with access files) to dspace

saf-pack



upload saf packs (with access files and masters) 
to s3 glacier

saf-pack



export dspace data to get weblinks to digital objects 



archivesspace links dspace links



import the dspace links back into archivesspace with 
datamap-do









pros

short turnaround time from 
datamap to publishing for access 

(2-3hrs per collection)

easier to learn the workflow 
using spreadsheets



cons (to-fix)

sync updates to archival descriptions 
between archivesspace and dspace 

in (seeming)real time



find-us
archives.ncbs.res.in

connect?
archives-dev@ncbs.res.in

github.com/archivesatncbs

catalogue.archives.
ncbs.res.in linktr.ee/archives.ncbs

https://archives.ncbs.res.in
mailto:archives-dev@ncbs.res.in
https://github.com/archivesatncbs

