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Background



What is the Alliance?

● Federal non-profit
● Serves Canadian researchers
● Supports the management of national advanced research computing, 

research data management and research software



Partners.



Digital Preservation at the Alliance.

● Digital preservation activities are tied to the Federated Research 
Data Repository (FRDR)

● Supported by Alliance staff, partner host sites and distributed 
workforce



Why this session?

● Need for more preservation advocacy at the Alliance
● Frustration: Digital preservation is  just storage
● Grow our services together



The Idea
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Orchestra = 80 
people



Language.

● Steer clear of OAIS language
● Use language that is relatable

○ Data integrity
○ Data retention



What is digital preservation?
• A series of activities 

undertaken to 
mitigate and manage 
risks

• Make data available for 
as long as necessary

© xkcd Digital Resource Lifespan

https://xkcd.com/1909/


LEGO®



The Mighty 
Bowser.
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Visualization



Building the Model.

LEGO® Tetris



Data Centre?

Yellow Bricks

https://www.yellow-bricks.com/2015/05/12/lego-datacenter/


Feedback/Questions/Discussion



amanda.tome@alliancecan.ca alliancecan.ca /AllianceCan
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