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Agenda

• Background / brief overview of our digital preservation program 

• Next Steps 

• Question: Is storing a preservation master copy in Cloud + a 
preservation master locally sustainable or not recommended for a 
medium sized academic archive?

• Discussion 
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Background 
• AIP = Archival Information Package 

• Digital records = born digital archival records

• I'm not an expert! Just looking for advice! 

• The challenge: build the infrastructure for acquisition and ingest of digital 
records 

• Figure out what 'Good Practice' for storage technologies means for our 
team
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2022: 

Content Audit 

Register of Born Digital Archival Records 

2023:

Business Case for Hardware + Software 
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Project plan 

Template from Monday.com
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2024: 

Project Plan (previous slide)

New Server 

Processing Workstation 

Forensic Hardware + Software 

Ingest Workflows
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2024: 

DPC RAM 

Environmental scan and research into Cloud storage – how does Cloud storage monitor 
and check fixity?

Project plan for 7+ TB of ad hoc and special project digitized Audio-Visual (AV) records 
– what is the best storage technology for AV records?

Do other archives keep high resolution AV preservation copies in Cloud storage and a 
local high resolution preservation copy (in addition to keeping a local access copy)?
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2025: 

Digital Preservation Policy

Documentation 

Actually "doing" digital 
preservation (scary thought!) 



Workflow
• Virus check 

• Process with forensic software + hardware 

• File format validation + preservation planning 

• Send a copy to our Cloud platform which includes ingesting into Archivematica, AIP is stored in 
Cloud platform 

• Send a copy to our BDAR Sever 
o Should the local copy be bagged?

o Should the local copy also be the AIP from Archivematica?

o Is this too much to have a local copy and a copy in a preservation Cloud platform?
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Next Steps

• Digital Preservation Policy

• Policy for Preservation Planning for File Formats 

• Ingesting digital records and digitized AV into storage technologies 
following policies and procedures
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"Don't make it overly proprietary" 

"Use open-source software for packaging" 

"Use a standard that you will use over the next decade" 

"How easy would it be to migrate to a new format?"

"How easy is it to scale the change?"
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Question

• After environmental scans and research, I am recommending for our 
team to use Cloud storage + on premise copy for preservation 
masters of digital records 

• This may not be scalable, but is it recommended to have a local copy?

o If so, is it recommended to have the local copy bagged via Archivematica 
or an Open-Source bagging software?
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Discussion

If using a preservation Cloud Storage platform, is a local onsite copy needed?

If you are storing a local copy, are you packing it through Archivematica or Bagging 
software? 

Is LTO recommended if also using Cloud storage?

Is a preservation master stored in a Cloud platform enough for born digital archival 
records?
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Conclusion
• “Remember that the recommendations are meant to be flexible, and adapted to 

the unique situation that each organization doing preservation work finds itself in.” 
Pragmatic Audio-Visual Preservation, DPC Technology Watch Report 

• Contact: llawlis@uwo.ca 
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https://www.dpconline.org/docs/technology-watch-reports/2381-pragmatic-audiovisual-preservation-member-preview/file
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