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Talk Roadmap

Introductions

Digital preservation & digital futures

Context from AIP’s Niels Bohr Library & 
Archives

Approaches for going forward



Digital preservation 
as a core challenge 
for the future of 
library collections 
and services









book responses
“Acknowledging that we are part of ‘a long-standing and 
worldwide tradition of memory keepers,’ Trevor Owens 
challenges us to use the lessons learned in traditional 
preservation as we approach digital preservation.” — David S. 
Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, National Archives and Records Administration

“The Theory and Craft of Digital Preservation excels as an 
example of how to effectively suggest that a nascent 
professional field correct its course without utterly shunning 
its brief past.” — Kyle Rimkus,  Preservation Librarian and an Assistant Professor of 
Library Administration at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, in American Archivist



Selected 
Digital 
Preservation 
Axioms



1. A repository is not a piece of software 

Software cannot preserve anything. Software cannot be a 
repository in itself. A repository is the sum of financial 
resources, hardware, staff time, and ongoing implementation 
of policies and planning to ensure long-term access to 
content. Any software system you use to enable you 
preserving and providing access to digital content is by 
necessity temporary. You need to be able to get your stuff 
out of it because it likely will not last forever. Similarly, there 
is no software that “does” digital preservation. 



2. Institutions make preservation possible 

Each of us will die. Without care and management, the 
things that mattered to us will persist for some period of time 
related to the durability of their mediums. With that noted, 
the primary enablers of preservation for the long term are 
our institutions (libraries, archives, museums, families, 
religious organizations, governments, etc.) As such, the 
possibility of preservation is enabled through the design and 
function of those institutions. Their org charts, hiring 
practices, funding, credibility, etc. are all key parts of the 
cultural machinery that makes preservation possible.



16. Doing digital preservation requires 
thinking like a futurist 

We don’t know the tools and systems that people will have 
and use in the future to access digital content. So if we want 
to ensure long term access to digital information we need to, 
at least on some level, be thinking about and aware of trends 
in the development of digital technologies. This is a key 
consideration for risk mitigation. Our preservation risks and 
threats are based on the technology stack we currently have 
and the stack we will have in the future so we need to look to 
the future in a way that we didn’t need to with previous 
media and formats. 
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Mobilizing AIP Research Capacities
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Thematic Areas of Focus

Supporting a culture of 
inclusion & belonging 
in the physical sciences

Advancing equitable 
public policy in the 
physical sciences

Ensuring records of 
20th & 21st century 
science are preserved & 
used

Promoting vibrant 
career trajectories for 
physical science 
professionals



“The enterprises which are now 
under way and for which this 
room will serve as hearth, 
should make it possible, if there 
are serious students of the 
human predicament in the 
future, to know very much more 
about what has befallen us 
…the discoveries in the 
sciences are among the great 
epics, and they should be 
available in our tradition…the 
undertakings of which this new 
library will be the home.” 

J. Robert Oppenheimer remarks at 
the opening of the American Institute 
of Physics’ Niels Bohr Library and 
Archives in 1962



Some example ways forward



Oral History & Repair

https://www.aip.org/history-programs/niels-bohr-library/ex-libris-universum/power-oral-histories



Inviting Stories



https://repository.aip.org/islandora/object/nbla%3A287576



The Niels Bhor Library & Archives as…

• A laboratory for developing belonging 
centered archival futures

• A personal memorial to physical scientists

• A cultivator of a legacy mindset among 
scientists 

• A facilitator of intergenerational 
interdisciplinary dialog between physical 
scientists and historians and social scientists 

• A trusted source in an increasingly 
untrusting world



Questions to consider

• Is it crystal clear how/why digital 
preservation is central to your organizations 
mission? 

• How is your organization communicating the 
importance of work in digital preservation as 
part of it’s mission to stakeholders? 

• How can you work to get interests in your 
organization aligned to demonstrate the 
value/need for digital preservation in ways 
stakeholders find important to them?
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