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[bookmark: _Toc228376748]Why this matters
PhD theses are the formal record of a student’s doctoral research and its findings. They may be accessed, used, and cited many years after submission—by other researchers, students, and sometimes by the original author themselves.
However, theses are increasingly digital and often include more than just text. They may contain data, images, audiovisual recordings, code, websites, or links to online content. Unlike printed theses, digital content is not fixed. Files can become difficult to open, links may stop working, and content can change or disappear over time.
Universities play an important role in preserving theses into the future. However, the way a thesis is prepared and submitted can have a significant impact on how well it can be managed, accessed, and used in the long term. Without careful thought during the research and writing process, parts of a thesis may become difficult to access or understand over time, limiting the value and opportunities for reuse of the research.
[bookmark: _Toc228376749]What this means in practice
For most students, their priority is (understandably) carrying out their research and writing their thesis. Thinking about how the work will be accessed and used in the future is unlikely to be at the top of their list.
However, these considerations are important—and much easier to address if they are built into the research and writing process early. Leaving them until submission can make them much harder to apply, especially where choices about formats, tools, or external content have already been made.
With this approach in mind, there are steps that students can take from the outset of their programme to improve how their work can be accessed and used in the future. This includes thinking ahead about how digital content may change over time, focusing effort on the most important parts of the thesis, avoiding reliance on a single format or platform, and providing enough context for others to understand the work. When approached in this way, these considerations can be managed alongside the research and writing process. The effort is spread over the course of the programme, rather than concentrated at the point of submission, and can make a significant difference to the long-term usability of the thesis.
[bookmark: _Toc228376750]How can you help?
You already support doctoral students across a wide range of areas, and you are not expected to add expertise in digital preservation to that list. However, you can play an important role in helping students think about how their work will be accessed and used in the future.
By raising awareness of these issues, reinforcing key messages, and pointing students towards relevant guidance and support, you can help them focus on what matters most and make informed decisions that have a lasting impact. 
[bookmark: _Toc228376751]Using the Preserving e-Theses Resources Pack
The Preserving e-Theses Resource Pack is intended to support you in raising awareness of these issues and having practical, informed conversations with students. 
The pack is comprised of a series of short resources, each designed to be flexible, adaptable, and easy to understand. These resources are intended to complement the guidance and support that you already provide. They can be integrated into existing activities—such as student induction sessions, existing training and workshops, or online guidance—and introduced at appropriate points throughout the doctoral journey.
They are also designed to be adaptable. You are encouraged to add links to your own policies or guidance, incorporate them into existing materials, or tailor them to reflect your own processes and requirements. All materials are shared under a CC-BY-NC-SA Licence which gives you the flexibility to do this. 
The Preserving e-Theses Resource Pack includes the following components:
[bookmark: _Toc228376752]Student Quick Guides
Short, practical guides for students covering four key topics:
1. Choosing File Formats
2. Copyright and Permissions
3. Link Rot (Using Links that Last)
4. Web Archiving
Each guide is designed for quick reading and can be shared directly with students when specific questions arise, or as part of training or online guidance.
[bookmark: _Toc228376753]Future Proof Your Thesis: Five Principles to Support Long-Term Use
A concise, student-facing overview of the most important principles to consider when preparing a thesis for long-term access and use. This can be shared directly with students and used at key points in the doctoral journey—such as induction, training sessions, or in the lead-up to submission—to highlight the key principles in a clear and accessible way.

[bookmark: _Toc228376754]‘Leila and Grace’ (introductory video)
A brief (two-minute) and engaging video explaining to students why long-term access to their thesis matters. This is designed to raise awareness and get students engaged in this topic as early as possible in their PhD programme.  It can be incorporated into existing online guidance, shown during induction sessions, or embedded within existing training materials.
[bookmark: _Toc228376755]Further information
For more detailed guidance, see:

https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/prof-development/preserving-e-theses-resource
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