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What is our 
context?



Levels of Digital 
Preservation

Digital Preservation 
Policy:

Northwestern University

https://www.library.northwestern.edu/about/administration/policies/digital-preservation-policy.html
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/about/administration/policies/digital-preservation-policy.html
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/about/administration/policies/digital-preservation-policy.html


Digital Preservation 
Actions



Born-Digital Archival Workflow



Born-Digital Archival Accessioning



Born-Digital Archival Accessioning



Born-Digital Archival Appraisal



Born-Digital Archival Accessioning



Born-Digital Archival Processing



Born-Digital Archival Storage Architecture



Born-Digital Repository Workflow



Digital Collections:
Public\researcher access

Meadow: 
Preservation repository and 

management tool



Meadow: Preservation First



Intake and Assessment

Create 
inventory

Accessioning 
tasks

Review
files 

Transfer files

File and name 
normalization
 

Deduplication

Copyright

Visiblitty

structure

Minimal metadata
For ingest into 
repository



Repository Accessioning
7 required metadata fields for ingest





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1q5tC_OSx-PXZrawx-_7VbM-n9V--yna_/preview


Example: Black 
Experience Oral Histories



Bringing it all together



Thank you! 

Questions?

Contact:
veronica.robinson@northwestern.edu

kelsey.oconnell@northwestern.edu 

mailto:veronica.robinson@northwestern.edu
mailto:kelsey.oconnell@northwestern.edu


Supplemental: Meadow Repository Architecture



Supplemental: Archival Tools

Hardware:
• Tableau Forensic Bridge write blocker
• Kryoflux board and floppy drives
• Optical disc drives
• External floppy disk drives
• External SD card readers
• 2 Custom Windows PCs 
• 1 Mac desktop
• Lots of cables, connectors, and converters!



Supplemental: Archival Tools
Software

• Virtual machine for Linux
• FTK Imager
• TeraCopy
• SleuthKit / Autopsy
• dupeGuru
• Exact Audio Copy
• LibreOffice suite
• OpenOffice
• BulkExtractor
• ffmpeg
• ImageMagick

• GIMP
• Audacity
• Handbrake
• Bulk Rename Utility
• Brunnhilde
• Siegfried 
• cdrdao
• Guymager
• DROID
• readPST
• grsync & rsync



Supplemental: 
Curators’ Decision 
Tree for joint 
workflow


