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ABOUT US

» Heritage institution under the National Library
Board Singapore, together with the National
Archives of Singapore, and 27 Public Libraries.

» Plays an important role in collecting and
preserving materials about Singapore through
legal deposit, acquisitions, and donations.

* |n 2019, our legislation was updated to

— Allow us to archive websites ending in “.sg”
without the need for written permission

— Extend legal deposit to cover digital
publications

National Library Board
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ABOUT US

 Started web archiving in 2006 to preserve
Singapore-related websites.
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* Annual domain archiving since 2019 with
the legislation changes.

Web Archive
Singapore

Web Archive Singapore is a collection of Singapore websites that

showcases facets of Singapore life.

o C O | | e Ct i O n i S a C C e S S i b | e Vi a t h e We b Web content is preserved for information, reference and research on

Singapore's history and heritage. Covering the important times of our
lives, people, events and organisations are archived, even when the

Archive Singapore (WAS) portal. Most ol e e o
archived content available at NLS, with -
selected websites available online. i —

Search

 Collection size:
- 200 TB
— 320,000 archived websites
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

» As part of our legislation drafting, we conducted
focus group discussions with stakeholders such as

academics, heritage researchers, website owners to
get feedback and support.

* Newspaper op-ed by an academic advocating for
web archiving during the proposed amendments.

* Organised a two-day public event in Nov 2018 to
celebrate the legislation amendments. The event
Included a legal deposit and web archive exhibition,
performances, and public talk from a popular

blogger in Singapore about the importance of
preserving materials.

National Library Board
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PROMOTION

LIBRARIAN'S PICK

gl NDP 2015
¢l VIDEO

Title NDP 2015

Archived Date 25 Aug 2015

2015 was a landmark year where Singapore celebrated her Golden Jubilee
since independence. This National Day had many first: all Singaporeans and
Permanent Residents were given a SG Funpack, and the celebration was
extended to the Float @Marina Bay on top of the parade at the Padang.
Revisit the momentous event in the 2015 archive of the National Day Parade
website.

Librarian’s Pick

» Highlights from our collection once every

two months

» Featured on the WAS portal and social

media platforms

Restricted
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ARCHIVING THE

SINGAPORE-WIDE WEB

Recent amendments to the National Library Board Act now allow
the National Library to preserve Singapore websites without the
express permission of content owners. Shereen Tay tells us more.

_——

Shereen Tay = anAssociatn

Librananwith the Nabonsl
Library, Singapore. She &
partof the taam that oversees
e statutory functions of the
Nationsl Library, i particular
webarchaing.

66

fou ever bookmarked a favourite website

0Nty 18 Later find 3 broken Link, or worse, find

Po longer exists? Unlike print materials,

websites are ephermnaral, and thair Content easlly

updated or removed with 3 mere swipe of the
screen or click of the mouse.

Within the Span of just one year, between
2016 and 2017, the 013l number of websies
on the World Wiie Web grew by 3 whopping
&9 percent to more than 1.7 billion.” As at
10 September 2018, the number IS close 10 a
staggering 2 billlon.

Weabsites are Important records of mamaory,
knowledge ana history, and as more and mora
consent Is created onding, there Is an Increasing
need 10 ensure tharwebsies are sysiematically
archived and the nformation preserved for future
genarations. In recognizion of this, many national
libraries and insthiuvions around theworld roday
are coliecting and presenvingwebsltes through
aprocess calledweb archiving.

As the custodian of our nation’s published
heritage, the Natlonal Library of Singapore
embarked on aweb archiving Inuative more than

@decade ago in 2006. An online portat, the Web
Archive Sngapore WAS), was specially creaed
w archive Singapore-relaiedwebsites. isreach,
however,was limied asthe Nanonal Library Board
[NLB] Act onty empowered the Nadonal Library
0 collect print materials via the Legal Deposit
funcrion.? As the archiving of websies Involed
the administratvely cumbersome process of
seeking the wrinen consent of website owners, it
hamperedthe bulldng of a comprehensive natonal
coliection of SIngapore webshes.

Following In the footsteps of navonal
ubraries inthe United Kingdom, Ausiralia, New
Zealand, Japan and South Korea, the NLB Act
amendmem bill was passed by partiament In
July 2018 10 3llow Singapore's Natonal Library
10 archive websiies containing the .sg domain
without the need for written permission.? With
the Inroduction of the new legislation, the
ubrary intends to archive publicly available sg
websies at least once a year. Selectedwebshes,
such as those covering significant events tike
National Day and the Southeast Asian Games,
will be archived more frequently.

BELIDASLE | OCT - DEC 3020

AN ARCHIVE OF

Az an adult, passing by one's old school
wsually brings back strong memories.
School is where we made lifelong friends,
where caring teachers inspired us and
where shared experiences in the class-
room and on the playing field brought
everyone doser topether. Itis not surpris-
ing then that people are very sentimentzl
about their old schools.

In Singapore, howewver, few things
stand stll. Sometimes, schools move to
new, improved premises in & different
location — to the dismay of alumni who
are attached to the familiar old build-
ings. Some schools, on the other hand,
have had to merge with others because
of falling birth rates and the changing
demographic profile of housing estates.

Howewver, if you are an old boy or girl
‘of now-defunct Anderson Junior College,
Balestier Hill Primary School, First Toa
Payoh Secondary School, Loyang Primary
School or Telok Kurau Secondary School,
not 2l is kost. You can still explore your
alma mater’s digital footprint on the
National Library's Web Archive [WAaS)
portal. Currently, the portzl has the web-
sites of 43 defunct schools in its archive,
which can be found on eresources.nlb.
pov.sgfwebarchives.

These websites offer 2 peek into
the 30,000-strong collection on the WAS
portal. The Nationzl Library collects and
archives Singapore-related websives
because preserving the country’s docu-
mentary heritage is part of its mission,
and these days, documents are as much
digital as they are pieces of paper.

To help people find information, the
'WAS portal employs full-text sesnch capa-
ility that allows search by keyword or UBL.
In addition to this, the National Library has
also organised some of these websites into
themes that may be of interest to research-
ers or the public at large. These sre found
in the Special Collection section of the
portal. Besides defunct schools, you can
wiew past events like the 2015 Southesst
Asizin Games and ASEAN Para Games, the
2018 Trump-Kim Summit, National Day
parades and even the Singapore Budget.

The National Library is constanthy on
the lookout for new collections to add
to the portal. The most recent addition
has to dowith the COVID-15 pandemic
in Singapore. The library has been doou-
miernting the impact of the pandemic here
since January 2020 when the government
set up the COVID-15 task force. Today,
the portal is a trove of anchived pages

Shereen Tay b an Asec bl Librarian with the Natenal Ubeary, Singapon. Sh i ga of th team that
v thi stabenarny functions of the National Library Board, particulirly wal archiving.
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buffs, says Shereen Tay.

and websites containing news, com-
mentaries snd stories pertzining to the
pandemic.’ These include the websites
of the Ministry of Health as well as news
providers such as Maothership.

Collecting Today for Tomormow

The National Library began collecting web-
sites in 2006. In the earfyyears, oneobstade
was that the library needed the written
consent of website cwners, which showsed
down the archival process considerably.
& further problem was that only a small
percentape of wehsite owners gave the
green light to go ahead with the anchiving.

In order to create 3 more compre-
hensive database of websites, the National
Library Board Act was amended in 2015
to allow the library to archive websites
without the consent of their owners. This
mave was in line with similar measures
sdopted in countries such as the United
Kingdom, Australia, Mew Zealand, lapan
and South Korea, smong others. Globally,
there is growing recognition that web-
sites — as important records of 3 country’s
knowiedpge, history and memory —must be
systematically archived and preserved for
future penerations.

Since then, the pace of web anchiving
in Singapore has picked up significantly,
sided by 3 Memorandum of Understand-
ing inked between the National Library

» Written two articles on BiblioAsia, NLS'
quarterly magazine that features articles
on the history, culture and heritage of
Singapore
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PROMOTION

@ Say Hello to Web Archive Singapore

Watgh later Share
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Watch on (@3 YouTube "

@ Archive Your Website with Web ArchiVess,.. o
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Watch on nvﬂuTUbe eeeeeee people, organisations an d historical milestones.

Informative Videos
» Developed two animation videos to

provide general information about web
archiving and the Web Archive Singapore
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WANTED Have you seen

/

ECER this website?

about-SG-but-not-under.sg | Search Q

(000 + 1

‘% ® |
« S

29 #
1 &
a by

Public Nomination via Social Media

Calls to nominate Singapore websites
from the non .sg domain via social
media platforms

National Library Board

Singapore
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PROMOTION

How Big is the .sg Web?

Librarian Shereen Tay shares her
observations of the National Library’s
initiative to web archive .sg websites.

Web Archives Data Analysis Blog Post

» Published a short analysis of the .sg
domain crawl data on the NLS blog

» Create awareness of the potential of using
web archives data for research

8 Restricted

Mata, Set, Go!

The National Library, Singapore has launched 10
datasets comprising metadata of over 42,000 digitised
books, magazines, newspapers, webh archives, images,
sound and video recordings and more!

Visualise and analyse these datasets and uncover new
insights on Singapore’s history, art and culture today!

How our data
can be used!

=1 How big is the .sg web?
| Click here to find out how
| we used the web archives

data on the National

=1 Library blog!

Singapore

EDM to Researchers

* Promoting NLS datasets, with a spotlight
on the web archives data analysis blog

article

National Library Board

Singapore




Dear Future: What Digital preservation Means for You 2021 (Day?2)

OE® )

© Why do we need to preserve websites?

Our
talk for
today!

© What is web archiving?

© Web archiving at the National Library

© How you can help us preserve websites!

Dear Future: What Digital Preservation Love our Libraries & Archives 2023
Means for You 2021

* An annual event celebrating libraries and

* Organised in conjunction with the World archives in Singapore with lineup of
Digital Preservation Day programmes

» Shared about what is web archiving, its » Shared about web archiving and NLS'
Importance, and how public can help efforts to collect digital formats

National Library Board

Singapore
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FUTURE PLANS

* Developing an annual call for nominations to get
the public to nominate their favourite websites as
well as other formats such as social media content
(Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, TikTok)

» Exploring providing web archives datasets to
promote the collection to researchers

National Library Board

Singapore
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Thank you

National Library Board

Singapore

Shereen Tay@nlb.gov.sg
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