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International Council on Archives: 1948 - 2023

International Council on Archives: 2023 - 2098



Digital Preservation 101
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What is Digital Preservation?

“the series of managed activities 
necessary to ensure continued 
access to digital materials for as 
long as necessary… beyond the 
limits of media degradation, 
technical obsolescence or 
organizational change.”

(Digital Preservation Handbook)



www.dpconline.org@williamkilbride

What’s at stake?
• Structured and unstructured data

• Born digital and digitised content

• From selfie stick to space probe

• What are you accountable for?

• What would you like to have 
available in 10 years time?

• What will matter in 10 years time 
that you can’t yet predict?

• …

• Any digital object where the 
product or service lasts longer 
than the platform on which it was 
designed.

And includes…

• Official Documents

• Digital Photographs

• Digital Video

• Digital Audio

• Grey literature

• CAD Plans

• Geo Mapping and GIS

• Transactional Records

• Spreadsheets

• eBooks and eJournals

Which means …
• Email

• Web pages

• Twitter

• Laser Scans

• MRI and CT scans

• Databases

• Financial data

• Scientific outputs

• SMS 

• WhatsApp

…



The next 75 years at ICA
1. Economic Dependence
2. Technical Debt
3. Climate Crisis
4. Mis(sing) Information
5. Cyber warfare



1. Economic Dependence
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…money turns out to 
be the major problem 
facing the future of our 
digital heritage. 
(Rosenthal 2012)
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Nook
GoogleCode
GeoCities
GoogleWave
knol
Yahoo 360
Yahoo Mail Classic
del.icio.us
MyBlogLog
Flash

EverAlbum
Flickr (free)
Google Hangouts
Duplex
BlipFoto
BEBO
MySpace 
Expeditions
Enhanced404
…
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2nd February 2022

https://stockanalysis.com/stocks/meta/market-cap/



2. Technical Debt
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3. Climate Crisis



www.dpconline.org@williamkilbride



www.dpconline.org@williamkilbride



4. Mis(sing)-information
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Rioters enter the US Capitol on January 6, 2021.(AP: John Minchillo) 
online at: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-09/january-6-capitol-hill-riots-coup-one-off-or-omen/100743936



5. Cyber Warfare
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Cyber Warfare: 
Ad Hoc Examples
• Stuxnet at Natanz
• Ransomware at HSE
• Nat. Museum of Brazil
• ISIS / Palmyra
• CSEA in Ukraine

Hague Convention: 
Ad Hoc Assessment
• Out of scope
• Other Legal Protections
• Protection Proposed
• Likely Target
• Core Mandate
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A Proposal in five parts: 
• Consensus and coalition
• Scoping research
• Task group to establish principles
• Leadership at the highest level
• Resource to make it happen



Conclusion
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... welcoming and inclusive 
global community, working 
together to bring about a 
sustainable future for our 
digital assets…

The Digital Preservation Coalition
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We do 5 things …
• Advocacy
• Community
• Workforce
• Good Practice 
• Good Governance
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Your Logo Here
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