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ADS Mission Statement: What we do

Our remit:

“To support research, learning and teaching with high quality 
and dependable digital resources.”

In practice this means three key things:

• That ADS collect and preserve datasets
• That we allow full, easy and free access to these
• And that we additionally provide guidance and support to 

data creators
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Archival Standards: How we do it

We follow the 
Open Archival 
Information 
System (OAIS) 
reference model

In March 2011 we were very pleased to obtain the 
Data Seal of Approval: 
http://assessment.datasealofapproval.org/assessment_36/seal/html/

http://assessment.datasealofapproval.org/assessment_36/seal/html/
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•10,000 – 40,000 reports

•Research Gap

•Public excluded

•Backlogs of data

•Quality assurance?

Grey Lit: Current situation
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Grey Lit: Current situation



In an ideal world the machines should do the 
talking …

Fieldwork input Print out Backlog Local Archive 
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Print outNational agency Backlog
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•On-line form
•Used by all fieldworkers
•Records event level data
•Data accessible by HERs & NMRs
•Upload of ‘Grey Literature’
•Record acts as metadata for report

OASIS:Online AccesS to the Index of archaeological investigationS

http://oasis.ac.uk
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We have recently topped the 10,000 report mark!
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We reuse the OASIS metadata on which to perform the searches.
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Click though the metadata ‘landing page’ and find the document.



• Need for community buy‐in

• Need for continuing support for the 
system

• Poor quality of some of the reports

• Reports not designed for research but as 
part of the planning process

Challenges (1)
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• Technical issues in the creation of the files 
means they are sometimes incomplete 
(images)

• Poor metadata affects the quality of 
searching (e.g. Highways agency reports)

• Metadata doesn't reflect scale (e.g. 
Roman Pottery may reveal 6 or 1,000 
sherds)

Challenges (2)
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• Access (from April ’05 to Jan ’11 over 
500,000 downloads)

• Key archaeological reports archived

• Inclusions of DOIs

• Enhancing metadata by using Natural 
Language Processing

Opportunities (1)
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• Provides new research opportunities 
(Bradley and Fulford)

• Lead to investigation of more automated 
upload of other types of data (Wessex 
images project)

• On line access may lead to informal peer 
review and thereby an increase in quality

Opportunities (2)

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk
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Keep in touch

Thank‐you for listening!

E‐mail: catherine.hardman@york.ac.uk
Website: http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/

Follow us on Twitter:

@ADS_Update

Follow us on Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.service

mailto:jenny.mitcham@york.ac.uk
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/

	�The Archaeology Data Service (ADS) and the OASIS Project
	ADS Mission Statement: What we do
	Archival Standards: How we do it
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	In an ideal world the machines should do the talking …
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Challenges (1)
	Challenges (2)
	Opportunities (1)
	Opportunities (2)
	Slide Number 16

