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• Digital archive set up in 1996 

• Originally part of the Arts and Humanities 
Data Service (AHDS) 

• We archive data produced by archaeologists 

• We make that data freely available on-line 
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A bit of background... 
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• In the early days of the ADS/AHDS we 
recorded: 

• collection level metadata: 

• about the project as a whole (who, where, what, when) 

• metadata for groups of files: 

• a batch of GIS files 

• a set of photographs 

• NO file level metadata 
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Metadata 



http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 4 

• Record what types of 
files we have 

• Record versions where 
we know them 

• ...but not consistent 

• ...and how do we know 
which files are which? 

• ...and we don’t always 
have all the answers 
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How we used to record files... 
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• GIS (e00, shp, dbf, gml, tfw, rrd, aux, xml) 

• Photogrammetry (dxf, wrl, cmr, tif, jpg, obj, 
x3d) 

• Geophysics (txt, csv, dat, rep, tif, grd, sta, his, 
plm, lst, gip, cip, cmd, cms, tem) 

• Marine survey (bag, xtf, dat, txt, xyz, gf3, gsf, 
mgd77, ddf, segy) 

• Laser scanning (xyz, obj, mtl, dxf, dwg, sdts) 
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Weird and wonderful file formats 
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• Better handle on what we’ve got 
• Preservation planning 

• What needs migrating? 

• Better integrity checking 
• Automatic checking of files by comparing checksums 

• Better resource discovery 
• GIS files showing Roman sites 

• Databases of Medieval pottery 

• Better control of on-line access 

• Standardisation of downloads 
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Solution to many problems... ‘The Big Table’ 
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• Arts & Humanities Research Council (AHRC) 
funded project (DEDEFI) 

• Re-design of our old Collections Management 
System (CMS) 

• Incorporating file level metadata 

• Allow deeper and richer object-level access to 
our collections 
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ADS+ project 
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• Active development 

• Good support 

• We can work with TNA to extend the range of 
file types 
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Why DROID? 
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Running DROID: command line 
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Displaying file level metadata 
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Submitting files to TNA 
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...and TNA’s response 
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• Highlighting files not identified 

• Highlighting files with multiple identifications 

• What is unique identifier of object table? 

• Link object table to resource discovery 
metadata for files 

• Make use of file extension mismatch warning? 

• Inclusion of button in CMS to run DROID 

• Create summary display of files in CMS so 
grouped by file type / version 

• Start actually *using* the object data... 
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Issues with our implementation of DROID 
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• Some files not identified 
• Multiple identifications 
• Problem files (that aren’t what they claim to be) 
• Handling of zip files  

• We need to know that we have a zip file 
• We need to know what’s inside the zip file 

• More case studies of DROID in action 
• Advice and sharing of knowledge on 

obsolescence of formats/versions 
• Software feature 
• PRONOM data as web service/SPARQL? 
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How DROID could be improved... 
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Recording processes in ADS CMS 
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Keep in touch 

Thank-you for listening! 

E-mail: jenny.mitcham@york.ac.uk 
Website: http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/ 

 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter: 
 
@ADS_Update 

Follow us on Facebook: 
 
http://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.service 
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