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Overview 

 Locating Tools 

 Heavyweight Tools 

 Global community involvement 

 Self Refection 

 The new age of Distilled Digital 

Preservation  
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Tools 

 DROID 

 PRONOM 

 file 

 fido 

 FITS 

 JHove 
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 FFmpeg 

 Exiftool 

 Office Analyser 

 Open Office 

 Metadata Extraction Tool 

 ... 

 

 



Finding Tools - DROID 
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Finding Tools - DROID 
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Finding Tools - DROID 
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Finding Tools - DROID 
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Finding Tools – FFmpeg 
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Finding Tools – Exiftool 
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Finding Tools – Exiftool 
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Tools NEED wide support, both in 

terms of adoption and development 

from the community. 
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Tools NEED wide support, both in 

terms of adoption and development 

from the community. 

 

(development part is hard, it helps if the project has a 

dictator clear minded individual as a leader) 

“Something is only worth doing if you are going to be the best at it!” 
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Tools and Projects 
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Tools produced by Academic Digital 

Preservation Projects (the experts) 

... 



Tools and Projects 
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Tools produced by Academic Digital 

Preservation Projects (the experts) 

Tools supported by the global open 

source community 



Tools and Projects 
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Tools produced by Academic Digital 

Preservation Projects (the experts) 

Tools known by the global open 

source community? 



It is hard to preserve: 

 Complex stuff 

 Stuff with hard to preserve dependencies 

 Stuff with too many dependencies 

 Stuff which is tied to specific dependencies 

and hard to re-create scenarios 

 Stuff of which the use and function is 

unclear 
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How good is the Digital Preservation 

community at listening to itself? 
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Light at the end of the tunnel 

 Separating R from D 

 Digital Preservation Research is Essential. 

 Development on well defined, crafted tools 

is essential. 

 These two do not marry together. 
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UHT Digital Preservation 

 Free form tool development will produce a 

full fat tool. 

 Full fat is bad for you and has a very short 

shelf life.  

 Removing the fat (via UHT) makes it taste 

less good but lasts longer. 

 Nothing to stop there being many flavours 

and brands of UHT! (as long as they are not created by taking an 

existing brand and adding to it, you end up with full fat again) 
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Note: UHT is nothing to do with fat content, but semi-skimmed vs UHT doesn’t really work as a comparison. 

The point of UHT Digital Preservation still stands.  



Distilled Digital Preservation 

 PRONOM – The best registry for data in the 

world, open data, good APIs, simple to 

understand, limited scope, widely used. 

 DROID – Widely used but too complex. 

 Other tools – Research or Development?  
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Call to Action 

 Simplify – define in a sentence 

 Inform – google, wikipedia, short documentation 

Modularise - separate apps 

 Package – windows, os x, linux 

 Lighten – reduce the number of use cases 

 Enrich – don’t be the main application 

 Support – make upgrades easy 

 
21 



The Good News 

 The Digital Preservation Community is 

Growing 

 The number of people actively using the 

tools is growing 

 Awareness training has had a great affect. 
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Support 

 Things are still changing, old software, 

libraries and signature files are a 

preservation risk!  

More file formats, more data, more 

guidance. 

 Risk analysis needs work. (Not much 

research in this area).   
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OpenPlanets Aims 

 Identify and support lightweight tools for 

digital preservation 

 Support those who are developing such 

tools 

 Improve user experiences by educating and 

communicating with users and developers 
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Connecting Projects to Data  

 OpenPlanets REF 

 Extension of the P2-Registry, collected data 

is input, collated and processed to help 

improve both tools and user experience. 

 Intending to collect data and preserve data 

from digital preservation projects.  
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Connecting Tools to Users  

 Support the packaging and support 

mechanisms for tools 

 Develop a new connection tool which can 

utilise existing tools and provide more 

focussed preservation information (MUPPET 

and OPFFS are the realisation of this) 
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Conclusion 

 Improve Presence 

 Lighten Tools 

 Support the global community  

 Digital Preservation tools should be 

digitally preservable 

 Support users not projects 
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