


v The main objective of the CAT OHP was to prepare an 

accessible catalogue of 80 oral history .wav files ready for 

ingest into set repositories.  

 

v There are 3 external stakeholders who directly influence the 

cataloguing project team:  

o The creator, the Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) 

o The National Library of Wales as the primary repository holding the 

CAT physical archives as part of a hybrid collection 

o The Peopleõs Collection Wales as a repository, increasing the 

accessibility of the CAT oral histories.    



v Environmental centre set up in 1973 on a disused slate quarry near Machynlleth.  

 

v The brainchild of Gerard Morgan-Grenville, it was set up as an attempt to raise 
awareness of growing concerns of environmental issues at the time, and to develop 
technologies which embraced alternative energy.  

 

 

v Why records were created  
 

In order to record and preserve the history of the centre and contribute towards the 40th 
anniversary celebrations. 

Oral history collection has been created and will collect and keep for prosperity the 
personal and collective memories of many of the people who have contributed to, and 
witnessed the development of CAT during its forty year existence.   

 

volunteers, workers, site-community members, students, trustees, and members of the 
wider Dyfi Valley community.   



v The project was planned to run 

through five stages: 

 

v Stage 1 Scope and Research 

v Stage 2 Item Level Descriptions 

v Stage 3 Arrangement, Fonds and 

File Level Descriptions 

v Stage 4 Integration 

v Stage 5 Evaluation 

 

v Each stage had its own deadline 

though some overlapped one 

another. 

 

 

 

 

Stage 1 Scope and
Research 15%

Stage 2 Item Level
Descriptions 48%

Stage 3 Arrangement,
Fonds and File Level
Descriptions 10%

Stage 4 Integration
12%

Stage 5 Evaluation
15%

Table displaying time allocated to each 

project stage: 

 

 

 



This stage was vital to 

pre-processing the 

collection. It enabled a 

full understanding of the 

background, context and 

administrative history of 

CAT, in order to develop 

an informed methodology 

for handling the 

materials.  

 

 

Stage 1:

Scope and 

Research

Outlining the needs 
of stakeholders-CAT, 
NLW, PCW.

Discussing the 
motivations & 
expectations of 
CAT. 

Understanding 
standards of NLW
& PCW 
cataloguing 
requirements. 

Researching the 
structure of 
creating body CAT.

Consider ISAD G and 
Dublin Core fields.

Familiarise with oral 
history files.

Identify

How much material 
each group 
member processes.

Key themes in 
material.

Possible issues with 
material.

Divide established tasks 
between group 

Define project 
objectives,and 
discuss strategy 
and appproach. 



Å Visit to Oral History 

Exhibition, Machynlleth 

Å Talk to interviewers 

and interviewees  

Å Visit to CAT for tour and 

conference 

Å Literature and 

websites 

 




