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Background

• 10 district archives services
• Greater Manchester County 

Record Office
• Greater Manchester 

Archivists Group (GMAG)
• 2007 – a small group of us 

started looking at digital 
preservation

• Solutions for archiving web 
sites



Which Web Sites?

• Consultation with district archive services
• Local government web sites
• Small community web sites
• Diocese web site
• Events (e.g. congestion charge)



Requirements

• Everything!
• Crawling
• Quality Control
• Storage
• Access
• User friendly



Archive It - http://www.archive-it.org/

• Subscription service
• Provided by the Internet 

Archive
• Allows institutions to build 

and preserve of web 
content

• Used by several North 
American States archives

• March 2008 – archived 
Manchester Local 
Government web sites 



Archive It - http://www.archive-it.org/

• Harvest (Heratrix). Basic 
subscription – 10,000,000 
urls / 300 seeds

• Catalogue
• Manage – frequency of 

crawls
• Access (Wayback 

Machine)
• Free text index
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Positives – Archive It

• User friendly
• Flexible
• All in one solution – storage, capture, access
• Good support – from the Internet Archive and 

community.



Cost!

• Basic subscription $10,000 per annum
• £500-750 per district
• Archive every local government web site on a 

monthly basis
• Need everyone to be in



European Web Archive -
http://www.europarchive.org

Offer a web archiving service:
-Effective crawls 
-Quality insurance 
-Patching 
-Reporting 
-Hosting 
-Access

Cost: c.150 Euros per site



European Web Archive

• Cost: c.150 Euros per site
• May offer better value for 

money for GMAG
• Used by TNA
• 2009: Quarterly crawls?



Other options?

• Hanzo Archives 
http://www.hanzoarchives.com/

• Web Curator Tool [Open Source]
http://webcurator.sourceforge.net/
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