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'Designed to Last: Preserving Computer Aided Design’
The Foyle Room, British Library Centre for Conservation, 96 Euston
Road, London NW1 2DB

Friday 16th July 2010

Computer aided design and modelling (CAD) have revolutionised design and drawing in many
different sectors. CAD now underpins work in fields as diverse as animation, architecture,
manufacturing, engineering and heritage management and it intersects with numerous
applications such as GIS, simulation, gaming and 3d modelling. The underlying geometry of a
CAD model or drawing represents the intellectual property of a significant and sophisticated
design process, while the ongoing co-ordination of the underlying geometry with annotation and
description brings added value. Product lifecycle management, heritage management and
architecture each need ongoing access to CAD plans and models: their value and their
importance are well understood in the short and long term.

But CAD has not received the same attention from the digital preservation community as other
media types. There is precious little generic advice for the archivist, librarian or repository
manager who may have limited experience with structural CAD models and be intimidated by
their structural complexity. But these same staff are likely to be asked to ingest CAD into their
digital archive or may find themselves having to manage CAD for the long term. Similarly the
principles and practices of the preservation community are unfamiliar to specialist CAD
technicians. Part of the problem is the relative isolation of CAD user communities. Although
widely used, CAD technology does not have a generic user community and the sectors which
rely upon it tend to be discrete. Consequently, lines of communication are attenuated, even if
the problems we seek to fix are shared.

This one day, invitational event will bring together a number of experts who are each trying to
tackle the shared problem of long term access to CAD. It will provide members with a briefing
on the current state of the art in a number of sectors and invite analysis on how these sectors
might collaborate to tackle what appears to be a common challenge. It will start by examining
the nature of the problem, examine emerging standards and their impact, and then discuss the
impact on professional practice. It will end with a round table discussion of the problem and
what needs to be done.

Provisional programme
1030-1040 William Kilbride, Introduction to the day 1040-1110 Alex Ball, DCC, KIM,
ERIM and the Silo of Doom: Lessons from two long-lived data projects
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(NOTES to accompany Alex Ball's slides)

1110-1140

Sharon McMeekin, RCAHMS, Whose CAD is it anyway? How different communities create,
manage and maintain computer aided design: a case study from the National Monuments
Record of Scotland

1140-1150 Q&A: the nature of the problem

1140-1210
Sean Barker, BAE Systems, LOTAR: High Integrity CAD data for Aerospace

1220-1250
Kieron Niven, ADS, Archiving CAD in Archaeology: ingest to dissemination

1250-1300 Q&A: emerging standards
1300-1340 Lunch
1340-1410

Chris Puttick, OA, Emerqging professional practice: managing ingest from the field, ODA v
AutoCAD

1410-1440
Kurt Helfrich, RIBA, Emerging professional practice and architectural heritage

1440-1450 Q&A Emerging and changing professional practice
1450-1550 Roundtable, future directions

1600 Thanks and Close

This event will interest:

- Repository managers, archivists, librarians and information specialists who manage or
expect to manage CAD data and data derived from related technologies such as GIS, VR or
laser scanning

- Senior information officers and other managers with organisational oversight of
information management which includes CAD data and date derived from related technologies

- CAD technicians and specialists in all industries and sectors

- Suppliers and providers or digital preservation services
- Suppliers and vendors of CAD and related products

Why should you come?
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Participants at the event will:

- Learn about the nature of the problem and how it is being tackled by major institutions

- Learn about emerging standards and professional practice in relation to the preservation
of CAD

- Meet thought leaders and experts from a wide variety of backgrounds

- Participate in a discussion on what future steps might be needed

- Be invited to shape the development of a new commissioned technology watch report on
CAD

This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it
There will be a live twitter feed from the event using the hash tag #designtolast and will be
reported afterwards on the DPC website. Normal 0 false false false EN-GB X-NONE X-NONE

This event will interest:

- Repository managers, archivists, librarians and information specialists who manage or expect
to manage CAD data and data derived from related technologies such as GIS, VR or laser
scanning

- Senior information officers and other managers with organisational oversight of information
management which includes CAD data and date derived from related technologies

- CAD technicians and specialists in all industries and sectors

- Suppliers and providers or digital preservation services

- Suppliers and vendors of CAD and related products

3/5



Designed to Last: Preserving Computer Aided Design
Friday, 16 July 2010 00:00

This event is free of charge for DPC members and invited guests. Non members may attend on
payment of a fee of £50 per person.

1. Why should you come?

Participants at the event will:

- Learn about the nature of the problem and how it is being tackled by major institutions

- Learn about emerging standards and professional practice in relation to the preservation of
CAD

- Meet thought leaders and experts from a wide variety of backgrounds

- Participate in a discussion on what future steps might be needed

- Be invited to shape the development of a new commissioned technology watch report on CAD

2. Where and when

The Foyle Room, British Library Preservation Centre, Euston Road, London, 16t July 2010
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3. What should | do now?

Places are strictly limited and we expect that this event will be popular so we recommend that
you register early. DPC Members have a priority registration until 30/06/2010. See details online
at http://www.dpconline.org/details/16-computer-aided-design.html?xref=16

4. Want to come but can’t make it?

There will be a live twitter feed from the event using the hash tag #design2last and will be
reported afterwards on the DPC website.

Add comment JComments
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