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Karin de Wild, The social lives of Internet art, 2018

Online artworks are
actors participating in
online, as well as in
offline social networks.
They can change and
evolve over time.
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‘“ Another fundamental

issue (and one | have
struggled with in my
work on the subject):

: . ”
what is the art object?

Julian Stallabrass, Can Art History Digest Net Art?, 2009:169
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Lynn Hershman Leeson, ‘Agent Ruby’ (1999-2002). Web project. Collection SFMOMA, San Francisco (2008.230). agentruby.sfmoma.org



"
Code resituation, instead,

aims to preserve the
original artist’s code, or
significant parts of it,
while adding restoration
code to reanimate defunct ,,
code to full functionality.

Engel D., Phillips J., Introducing ‘Code Resituation’: Applying the Concept of Minimal Intervention to the Conservation Treatment of Software-based Art?, 2017.
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Lynn Hershman Leeson, ‘Agent Ruby’ (1999-2002). Web project. Collection SFMOMA, San Francisco (2008.230). agentruby.sfmoma.org
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<div id="wb404"/>
<script src="https://archive.org/web/wb404.js"> </script>

Page not found

We're sorry, the page you have requested is not available.

INTERNET ARCHIVE

Would you like to see an archived version of this page in the Internet Archive's Wayback Machine?



‘The Agent Ruby
Files’, installation
view, SFMOMA,
San Francisco,
March 30 - June 2,
2013.
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SFMOMA’s online gallery ‘e.space’ (2000). Internet archive web.archive.org/web/20021017224449/http://www.sfmoma.org/espace/



RTA

— AGENT RUBYY:"S EDREAM PORTAL :

| —

[Put Ruby m your Pnlmj

rosetta's researchJ |_ lynnhershman.com

teknolustthemovie.com

Lynn Hershman Leeson, ‘Agent Ruby’ (1999-2002). Web project. Collection SFMOMA, San Francisco (2008.230). agentruby.sfmoma.org



RTA

— AGENT RUBYY:"S EDREAM PORTAL :

rosetta's researchJ |_ lynnhershman.com

teknolustthemovie.com

Lynn Hershman Leeson, ‘Agent Ruby’ (1999-2002). Web project. Collection SFMOMA, San Francisco (2008.230). agentruby.sfmoma.org



Palm One Tungsten T5 (introduced 2004), 320 480 TFT 16-bit colour screen.



Mouchette (Martine Neddam), ‘Kill that cat’, 1996-ongoing, emulation (Rhizome).



AIML sets ‘Agent Ruby’.

<?xml version="1.8" encoding="UTF-B8" 7>
- <aiml version="1.8">
— <category>

<pattern>WHO IS LYNN HERSHMAN</patterns
- <template>
— <random>

<li=Lynn is a famous artist, and the creator of Teknolust, my favorite movie!</li>

<lizlynn is a famous artist.</lis

<li»She is a really cool artist. I know her personally.</lis

</random>
— <think>
— <5et name="she">
<set name="topic">Lynn Hershman</set>
<fset>
<gset name="mood">happy</set>
<set name="stamp"><javascripts>

<! [CDATAL
var t = new Date();
var m = t.getMonth()
var d = t.getDate();
var dow = t.getDay();
var y = t.getFullYear();
dnw+llr "+I'I"|+" "+d+”. II-Ty;
11=
</javascript=</set>
</think>
<scripts
mood="<get name="mood"/>"
</script>
</template>
<fcategory>
- <category>
<pattern>WHAT IS TEKNOLUST</pattern:
— <template>
— <random>

<li>Teknolust is my favorite movie!=z/lis

<li»Teknolust is a great movie by Lynn Hershman.

<li»>It's my favorite moviel</li>
</random>
- <think=>
- <5eT name="it">
<set name="topic">TECHNOLUST</set>
<fset>
</think>
</templates>
</categorys
- <category>
<pattern>D0OES LYNN KMOW ROSETTA<S pattern>
<template>YES, THEY ARE FRIENDS</template>
<fcategory>
- <category>

And my family and I are in it!</lis>

<pattern>D0ES LYNMN HERSHMAN KNOW ROSETTA STONE</pattern>

- <template>
<srai>D0OES LYNN KNOW ROSETTA</srais
</templates>
<fcategory>
— <category>
<pattern>WHAT IS TEKNOLUST</pattern>
— <template>
— <random>
<li»>Teknolust is my favorite moviel</li>

<li>Teknolust is a great movie by Lynn Hershman.

<li»It's my favorite moviel</li>»
<frandom>

And my family and I are in it!</li»
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Ruby:
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BOO HOO

Ruby:
Why are you crying?
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VRS AR ) 1 —\ '
mmd" —

rosetta’s research | iynnhershman.com

teknolustthemovie.com

Lynn Hershman Leeson, ‘Agent Ruby’ (1999-2002). Web project. Collection SFMOMA, San Francisco (2008.230).

I -~ AGENT RUBY'S EDREAM PORTAL

Please smile for me!

Ruby:
Thanks for asking politely. :-) OK | will do it for you,

Seeker:
" [Put Ruby on your Palm] [1nfo]
S IR RN " i
- -
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agentruby.sfmoma.org



[26:13:846] Match: COMMECT : #* : % : Ruby

[2@:13:84] Filename: "bots//std-connect.aiml®

[208:13:84] Response B in 2 ms. (Average: 12.375 ms.)

[268:14:84] > Have you builted by ruby? : Let s connect : # : Ruby
[28:14:86] Match: HAVE YOU #* : % : = : Ruby

[28:14:86] Filename: "bots//std-é&Gpercent.aiml"

[28:14:84] Response 9 in 7 ms. (Average: 11.777778 ms.)

[26:14:58] > I means the ruby programming : What s builted by rubylike : builted by ruby : Ruby
[28:14:5B8] Match: I = : %= : * : Ruby

[28:14:58] Filename: "bots//std-&Gpercent.aiml"

[28:14:5B] Response 18 in &2 ms. (Average: 14.8 ms.)

[22:18:58] FlatFileMultiplexor.loadPredicates: Created new FlatFileMultiplexor predicates file "ffm/Ruby/125.1%.28.2.predicates".
[22:18:58] > CONNECT

: % @ = @ Ruby

[22:18:5@] Match: COMMECT : #* : * : Ruby

[22:18:58] Filename: "bots//std-connect.aiml"

[22:18:58] Response 11 in 2 ms. (Average: 15.454545 ms.)

[22:18:86] > hello! : Let & conmect : #* : Ruby

[22:18:56] Match: HELLD : % : % : Ruby

[22:18:56] Filename: "bots//std-hello.aiml"

[22:18:56] Response 12 in 1 ms. (Average: 14.25 ms.)

[22:19:88)] > sottai : What can I call you : * : Ruby

[22:19:88] Match: _ : WHAT CAN I CALL YOU : % : Ruby

[22:19:88] Filename: "bots//std-profile.aiml”

[22:1%9:88] Response 13 in 2 ms. (Average: 13.387693 ms.)

[22:19:87] Sottai> nice to meet you too : Nice to meet you Sottai : % : Ruby
[22:19:87] Match: NICE TO MEET ¥OU TOO : # : % : Ruby

[22:19:87] Filename: "bots//std-atomic.aiml"

[22:19:87] Response 14 in 1 ms. (Average: 12.428572 ms.)

[22:19:17] Sottai> how do you do that? : I like to meet new people : * : Ruby
[22:19:17] Match: HOW DO YOU DO THAT : % : * : Ruby

[22:19:17] Filename: "bots//std-atomic.aiml"

[22:19:17] Response 15 in 2 ms. (Average: 11.733334 ms.)

[22:19:26] Sottai>» yes : How do I know I like to meet new people : * : Ruby
[22:19:25] Match: YES : #% : % : Ruby

[22:19:25] Filename: "bots//std-yesno.aiml"

[22:19:26] Response 14 in 13 ms. (Average: 11.8125 ms.)

[22:19:44] Sottai> so how do you pass the time? : I see : * : Ruby
[22:19:44] Match: S0 # : % : *% : Ruby

[22:19:44] Filename: "bots//std-brain.aiml"

[22:19:44] Symbolic Reduction:

[22:19:44] Sottai> how do you pass the time : I see : % : Ruby

[22:19:44] Match: HOW DO YOU * : * : * : Ruby

[22:19:44] Filename: "bots//std-é5percent.aiml"

[22:19:44] Response 17 in 3 ms. (Average: 11.294118 ms.)

[22:19:67] Sottai» do you like rosetta : Rosetta Stone made it possible for me when she created me @ & : Ruby
[22:19:57] Match: DO ¥OU LIKE ROSETTA : = : % : Ruby

[22:19:57] Filename: "bots//zruby-rosettalynn.aiml"

[22:19:67] Response 18 in 3 ms. (Average: 18.833333 ms.)

[22:28:83] Sottai» why do you say that? : Of course I like her she has a very good heart : # : Ruby
[22:20:83] Match: WHY DO YOU SAY THAT : = : * : Ruby

[22:28:83] Filename: "bots//std-atomic.aiml"

[22:28:83] Response 19 in 2 ms. (Average: 18.368421 ms.)

[22:28:89] Sottai» ok : because you said do you like rosetta : = @ Ruby
[22:20:89] Match: OK : #% : % : Ruby

[22:28:8%9] Filename: "bots//std-atomic.aiml"

[22:20:89] Response 28 in 1 ms. (Average: 9.9 ms.]

[22:28:47] Sottai» what is your move about? : Alright then : % : Ruby
[22:20:47] Match: WHAT IS YOUR * : = : * : Ruby

[22:28:47] Filename: "bots//std-&5percent.aiml"

[22:28:47] Response 21 in 3 ms. (Average: 9.57142ZB8 ms.)
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Chat logs ‘Agent Ruby’.



Fake statistics.
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‘The Agent Ruby
Files’, installation
view, SFMOMA,
San Francisco,
March 30 - June 2,
2013.



““ We do things and we

correct them and we
continue re-correcting
them. We make

mistakes and change it. .

Lynn Hershman Leeson, Interview by Karin de Wild, 2017
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Lynn Hershman Leeson, ‘Agent Ruby’ (1999-2002). Web project. Collection SFMOMA, San Francisco (2008.230). www.mementoweb.org/tools/



ENTURNET AREHIVE |hllp.f}www.agen(ruby.com.&ﬁf \ MAR

m“uuﬂgummmu 137 captures

4 Feb 2002 - 21 Oct 2017 woad M n el thl.-.l. [ R TI RN BT b

Bello there User, type to me. Let's connect.




Agent Ruby

interactive sculpture
2002-2003

Lynn Hershman Leeson, ‘Agent Ruby 2’, 2000-2003, custom software and hardware, LCD screens. 21 x 20 x 43”, edition of 3.
Installation view: ‘Lynn Hershman: Reactive Sculptures and Prints’ (2004), bitform gallery, New York.



Lynn Hershman Leeson, et al., ‘DiNA’
(2004). Interactive network-based
multimedia installation. Dimensions
variable. Edition of 3.

Installation view: ‘Lynn Hershman Leeson:
Civic Radar’, Yerba Buena Center for the
Arts, San Francisco, 2017.
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Provenance for Internet art
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International Conference on Digital Preservation (iPRES), Amsterdam, 2019, 297-
305. ISBN 9789062590438.
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Data Flow View
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Responsibility View
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Process Flow View
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Challenges / areas of risk:

* |Interface

Collecting Internet Art * Links
 Hardware
* Data

* |terations / variants
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