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Everything you are
being told about
digital is wrong




Do you know how information is used?
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. Justin time research on the bus using Google

. Are totally prepared to ignore you & all you offer
. Become their own gatekeepers

. Rely on social media as a source

. Will focustrate to learn

. Have noidea how to use a computer
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Where does digital preservation fit?

Comfortable world

*Catalogues

«Digital as archives
*Closed
«Archivists/Librarians
*Donors

*Centralised knowledge
*Local experts
«Searching catalogues
«Complicated access
*Certainty
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Scary world

*YouTube TED talk learning
*Online data as economic good
*Open but commercial

*Anyone can

+*Social media data exchange
+Collaboration/sharing

*Personal collections

*Many know just a bit
*Information for business/start-ups
*Creative commons/Open Access
*Uncertainty/agile/change
*Emojiflanguage of sharing




Where is the user in digital preservation?

1
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It's not an institutional collection, it lives in the community
It's not on the shelf, it's information that is distributed

It's not our context, its their cultural identity

It's not about collections, it's about community

It's not about holding on, it’s about letting go

Information is no longer owned
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Looking out of the rear window

What we do is based on a rear window view of the world

We fit the present around the past or stay fixed in the
past

We spend a lot of time
working on the minutiae
of files, formats, systems,
metadata and process

Why? For whom?
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John Sheridan talks of ‘Disruption’

John Sheridan, Digital
Director, The National
Archives, Kew

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ab
out/our-role/executive-team/john-
sheridan/




Is our love affair with digital over...?
[ HEVERGE o e -]

it it Evidence mounts that laptops are terrible for
l students at lectures

See sticker on side of
machine or parking
signs for more details

Opimion | Gur Love Aftair With Oigita is Over

Pepper the robot fired from grocery store for and location code

not being up to the job
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You are listening to
the wrong people




Talking ‘bout my g-g-g-g-generation

1. Lets talk baggage — my generation has way too much

2. Preconceived (analogue) ideas, attitudes &
(analogue) approaches

3. What do we know about how social media has
changed information, we don’t get WhatsApp

4. We're good with tools/process, less with the ‘why’ we
do digital preservation
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“My use of social media is not presidential —
it’s MODERN DAY PRESIDENTIAL. Make
America Great Again!”
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‘The illiterate of the 21st century
will not be those who cannot read
and write, but those who cannot
learn, unlearn, and relearn’

Alvin Toffler, ‘Rethinking the Future’

http://blog.commlabindia.com/elearning-design/how_can_you_unleam
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Does this change
the way you
work...?
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A fish must know
the sea in which it
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Having shared values is
important — but get them right
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Fails to address the context
of digital preservation:

1. Why do we do it?
2. Who do we do it for?
3. How do we doit?
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You need to work
out why & who. It’s
your future, not
mine
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Don’t tell me I’'m
wrong, how will you
become a disruptive

change agent & make
digital great again
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But then what
do | know? I'm
just some old
bloke in a suit

21



Let’s have a banana

Dave Thompson

T~ digitally.dave@gmail.com
@D_N_T

m. #dpc_wiwik
‘A'
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