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…no longer can libraries, archives, museums 
and others acquire blueprints and drawings, 
a few images, and a scale model or two to 
represent a major work of architecture in 
their collections.  Now they must acquire the 
3-D CAD models and 2-D drawing files, 
Building Information models (BIMs), digital 
images, videos and electronic documents all 
delivered on a computer drive often with no 
annotations whatsoever.  
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MIT FACADE Project Final Report 2009 
 

Are we prepared? 



Architectural Practice Goes Virtual 
Aberrant Architecture, London 
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King’s Cross Central 

21st-century London Gateway 

2006 - 

King’s Cross Station 

St Pancras Station (Eurostar) 

St Pancras Renaissance Hotel 

Great Northern Hotel 

 

67 acre Brownfield site 

25 new office buildings 

2000 new homes 

Refurbishment of 20 historic buildings 

20 new streets 

10 new public spaces 

3 new bridges 

University of the Arts complex 

Google 

 

Own postcode: N1C 

 

Argent Group PLC 

London and Continental Railways 
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King’s Cross: Regenerating a London Landmark 
V&A + RIBA Architecture Partnership Display (May – October 2012) 
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Architectural Records: 
Hybrid Collections 
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King’s Cross Station design archives 

John McAslan + Partners 

1997-2013 
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London King’s Cross 

Train Station (John McAslan + Partners) opened March 2012 

Great Northern Hotel (Archer Humphryes Architects) opened April 2013 

King’s Cross Square (Stanton Williams Architects) opening autumn 2013 
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King’s Cross Station Project Design  

Archiving Components 

 

Audit and Selection 

 

Review with External Stakeholders 

 

Deed of Gift  

 

Transfer of Materials  

 

Cataloguing and Dissemination 
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Audit and Selection 
Appraisal is the core, critical function of archival work. What 

archivists need  to do now is to develop new versions of appraisal 

approaches to be applied effectively to the digital documentary 

universe…Richard J. Cox (2011) 

John McAslan + Partners King's Cross Project Materials (1997-2013) 

1. Project Drawings (negatives, blueprints, hardcopies,  

 35mm positives transfers, DXF, DWG, DGN, PDF) 

 

2. Project Models (actual, photographs) 

 

3. Project Visualizations (JPEGS, TIFFS) 

 

4. Project Animations (MPEG, AVI) 

 

5. Project Reports (hardcopies, PDF) 

 

6. Project Building Samples (actual, photographs) 

 

7. Project Photographs (hardcopies, JPEG, PDF) 

 

8. Project Films (DVD) 

 

9. Project Presentations (PowerPoint, PDF) Fig 22 



Review with External Stakeholders 

Fig 23 

Network Rail 

Transport for London 



Deed of Gift/Cataloguing 
http://www.digitalcurationservices.org/aims/ 
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King’s Cross Station Design Archives: Challenges 

 

Project is Live: Legal Liability  

 

Security/Sensitive data 

 

Licensing/Intellectual Property 

Ownership and Transfer 

 

JMP: Records Management 

system run by ICT: short-term 

rather than long-term perspective 

 

RIBA: appraisal how to decide 

what is important: historical, 

aesthetic, research values. Design 

Process only? 

 

RIBA: DAMS and ingest software 

 

RIBA: staffing with specialist 

skills—ideally practiced-based 

with archives training 
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King’s Cross Station Design Archives 
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Conclusion 

  “...the full potential of digital technology will only be realized when it is used, 

not just for abstract or static form-making, as is the current fashion, but as 

an instrument of integration across the entire range of environmental 

design, production, and use.” Chris Abel 2004  
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Keith Snook 

Drawing is Dead – 

Long Live Modelling 

RIBA Research Paper 

2009 



King’s Cross:  Virtual Resource 

Argent Group 

Network Rail 

TfL 

RIBA 

Borough of Camden 

English Heritage 

Museum of London 

LMA 

BFI 

University of the Arts 
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