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Reference Services 

Document Supply 

Legal Deposit of UK Publications 

Bibliographic Services 

>150 million items 

Printed text 

MSS & archives  

Music scores  

Recordings Images 

Patents  

Philatelic items Boston Spa, Yorkshire 

UKôs National Library 



3 

  

     Without adequate, accessible 

metadata: 
 

ÁOur collection is effectively 

invisible 
 

ÁWe could not respond 

adequately to evolving user 

expectations 
 

ÁWe could not offer 

bibliographic services to the 

wider community 

 

       

Why Metadata is Important to the BL 
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Definitions 

 

 

"A piece of data is open if anyone is free to use, reuse, 

and redistribute it ð subject only, at most, to the 

requirement to attribute and/or share-alike.ñ 

 

http://opendefinition.org/  

http://opendefinition.org/
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Linked Data 

Á Use URIs to identify things 

Á Use HTTP URIs so that these things can be referred to and looked 
up (dereferenced) by people and user agents 

Á Provide useful information about the thing when its URI is 
dereferenced, using standard formats such as RDF/XML 

Á Include links to other, related URIs in the exposed data to improve 
discovery of other related information on the Web 

Sir Tim Berners-Lee 



A Changing Environment  

 

 

ÁThe Web helped create a 
collaboration culture & 
expectation that information should be 

open to all  

 

ÁData has gained new value - 
from new technologies enabling easy 
dissemination, connection & reuse 

 

ÁKnowledge organisations must 
respond to expectations - 
increasing community relevance, 
stimulating innovation & knowledge 
creation 

 

    Open metadata is an 
evolutionary step for the library 
principle of freedom of access 
to information 
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BL Open Metadata Strategy 
 

Á To meet these challenges the BL 

developed an open metadata strategy 

freely offering foundational metadata to the 

community  

 

Objectives: 
 

Á Collaboration with communities on 

innovative new services advancing debate 

from theory to practice 
 

Á Remove barriers to enable innovation 

without unnecessary restrictions 
 

Á Recognition while adopting licensing 

appropriate to the widest re-use (CC0) 


