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The project

A a team of scholars, assembled by the BL

A each guest-curating a special collection in
the UKWA

A regular workshops
A project report
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The project collections
A Independent artist-led organisations
(Karen DiFranco)
A Digital storytelling (Tom Abba)

A Gender, power and the Olympics (Kath
Woodward)

A The politics of religion in the UK since 7/7
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Representations of the past

Interested In sites which:

A attempt to represent previous ages
(whether scholarly or not)

A touch upon relationship between history
and the media

Alillustrate developments in scholarly
publishing
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Representing the past
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Past and present
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Anticipating future needs

Interested In sites which illustrate:

A major events

A new developments/issues in national life
A older movements that are ending
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Theos

The public theology think tank

Home

Reports
Consultancy
Darwin

Public Square
Events

The Current Debate
Media Monitoring
Theos Mews
Video

About Theos

@ Theos 2008
Terms | Privacy Policy
h; @theosthinktank. co.uk

e design by

Archived Current Debates

E Should there be bishops in the House of
Lords?

Paul Bickley
‘D Comments | Latest by Greywizard , 28 Feb

On Wednesday Jack Straw, the
Leader of the House of Commons,
summarised his latest proposals for
reform of the House of Lords. The
Government has recommended a
hybrid House (50% appointed, 50%
elected) but will present the
Commons with a range of options
nonetheless. In passing, he said

that the Bishops of the Church of England will continue to be represented.

Why?" shouted someone. Indeed.

Since the budget crisis of 1909, reform of the House of Lords has been
the great unfinished business of constitutional affairs. Presently, it is
wholly unelected and includes large hereditary element. This offends
democratic sensibilities. Uniquely in the western world, twenty six
bishops of the state church also hold seats in the second chamber. For
some, this is one of the last vestiges of retreating Christendom, soon to
disappear entirely. For others, it is an unwelcome sign that the national
church continues to flex moral and spiritual muscles in an otherwise
neutral public square. For still another group, their presence, while not a
guarantee that faith perspectives shape legislation (the Bishops' bench
almost never swings a vote), is a welcome indication that maral and
spiritual perspectives have not yet been ironed out of our increasingly
monochrome and managerial public life.

Subsoibe to debates !:-J

The Current Debate

Theos will host a current debate about
every two weeks. Do login regularly to
keep up to date with the discussions and
be a part of the ongoing conversation.

Vigw the Current Debate
Archived Current Debates
12 | Are students revolting?

NOV] 5 Comments | Latest 15 Nov

05 | Should convicted prisoners get the
NOWV| 11 Comments | Latest 08 NovVote?

01 | What's wrong with Halloween?
NOV] 5 Comments | Latest 05 Nov

22 | Has the CSR redefined the British
OCT| 7 Comments | Latest 01 Nowstate?

15 | What is development for?
OCT| 1 Comments | Latest 18 Oct

07 | Should benefits be universal?
OCT| 5 Comments | Latest 15 Oct

25 | Will Ed Miliband ‘do God'?
SEP| 7 Comments | Latest 30 Sep
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let’s fix it, not fiddle it

POWER2010 BLOG ”

Over 50,000 letters sent to the “Lords spiritual”
14.03.2010 & by Guy Aitchison

The Bishops in the Lords will have had a bit of a shock over the last few days when they
checked their inboxes.

Ower fifty thousand emails have been sent asking the "Lords spiritual” to back Power2010's call
for a reformed second chamber in which members are elected and accountable and not in
Parliament thanks to ancient religious privilege.
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