
PRONOM

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pronom/



PRONOM File Format Database



Preservation strategies

Future: 
• migration with little or no loss

• define what this means through evaluating 
utilities

• receive XML and other Open Standards via e-GIF
Now: 

• preserve in original format
• software program library
• viewers



The UK Central Government
Web Archive

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/preservation/webarchive/



Issues

Size of Government web domain (circa 2500 sites)

Increasingly dynamic content

Copyright



Datasets

http://ndad.ulcc.ac.uk



Next Steps

NDAD data model and Digital Archive data model comparator

• OSS version of Digital Archive (cf Dspace, LOCKSS, Fedora, VDC)

JISC projects

• Working with DCC (RAL, UKOLN, Glasgow, Edinburgh)

• E-Prints (Southampton et al) and PRONOM 

• PRONOM as programmatic web service

• OAIS and METS model comparator: UKDA (Essex) and TNA 
Digital Archive

• Digital Asset Assessment (ULCC, AHDS, TNA, BL)

Trusted Digital Repositories Certification



Seamless Flow

Process automation from selection to presentation

COTS components

24/7

Catalogue - browse structure or search content

Business change and training



Advice & Guidance

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/preservation/advice/default.htm

5 technical handouts available, more coming soon
Low level practical procedures also coming soon

• Process based instructions
Feedback from users encouraged: 

• e.g. PRONOM user requirements review
• e.g. PRONOM file format submission form



Thank you!

Questions?

david.ryan@nationalarchives.gov.uk



David Ryan

Head of Archive Services

The National Archives

19 October 2004

delivering digital records: towards 
a seamless flow


