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• Ithaka S+R is a research and consulting service that focuses on 

the transformation of scholarship and teaching in an online 

environment, with the goal of identifying the critical issues facing 

our community and acting as a catalyst for change. 

 

 

• JSTOR is a research platform that enables discovery, access, 

and preservation of scholarly content. 

 

 

• Portico is a digital preservation service for e-journals, e-books, 

and other scholarly e-content. 

Our Services 



Amy Kirchhoff 



 

 

 

» There is nothing new under the sun  

 

» A difference in degree is a difference in kind 

 

» The future is now 

 

» There is no free lunch 

 

» We can work it out 
 

Some Themes 
 



. . .  e-Book ?  

 

. . .  EBOOK  ? 

What is an eBook? 



 

 

 

» Digitized books 

 

» eBooks with embedded and networked content 

 

» Text books 

 

» Reference books 

 
 

Expanding Definitions 
 



Expanding Definitions 

OUP http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780198642268.do 

http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780198642268.do


Expanding Definitions 

http://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/glp 

 

http://www.classics.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/glp


From context… 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/


… to enrichment 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%28stori%2Fhs&la=gr

eek&can=i%28stori%2Fhs0&prior=*(alikarnhsse/os&d=Perseus:text:1

999.01.0125:book=1:chapter=1:section=0&i=1#lexicon 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i(stori/hs&la=greek&can=i(stori/hs0&prior=*(alikarnhsse/os&d=Perseus:text:1999.01.0125:book=1:chapter=1:section=0&i=1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i(stori/hs&la=greek&can=i(stori/hs0&prior=*(alikarnhsse/os&d=Perseus:text:1999.01.0125:book=1:chapter=1:section=0&i=1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i(stori/hs&la=greek&can=i(stori/hs0&prior=*(alikarnhsse/os&d=Perseus:text:1999.01.0125:book=1:chapter=1:section=0&i=1


 

 

 

… a contradiction in terms??? 

eBook Ownership… 



Ownership Models 

https://www.alia.org.au/sites/default/files/publishing/ALIA-Elending-Landscape-Report-2014_0.pdf 
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DRM:  “Beware the thrice-read rule” 

Jasper Fforde, The Well of Lost Plots  2003  Penguin  Books 

http://www.jasperfforde.com/images.html 

 

http://www.jasperfforde.com/images.html


Content Stability 

http://coolrulespronto.wordpress.com/2009/07/17/amazon-kindle-orwell/ 
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Content Stability 

http://www.the-digital-reader.com/2013/07/30/artist-backs-up-his-copy-of-1984-the-old-fashioned-way/#.U24QvmcU-70 
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Markets + Business Models + Sustainability: Oh My! 

» Mass Market + Trade books 

» For individuals 

» For Libraries 

 

» Professional and Scholarly eBooks 

 

» Self-publishing 

 

 
 



Sustainable Preservation 

» Government Support  

 

» Collective Model 

 

» Subscription service 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

. . . but… 

“The technical problems are the easy ones” 



“The technical problems are the easy ones” 



» HTML 

 

» PDF 

 

» XML 

 

» EPUB 

» iBooks 

 

» MOBI 

» KF8, AZW 

 

 

Formats:  Can we work it out? 



Identifiers 

 ISBN 

 ASIN 

 BN 

 DOI 

 ISTC 

 

Information interchange formats 

 MARC 

 ONIX  

 NCBI 

Standards 



Working it out:  Case Studies  



• Explicit rights to embedded content 

• Explicit protocols for updates 

• Standards conformance (formats, metadata, 

id, packaging) 

• Beware the thrice-read-rule (DRM) 

• Engage!! 

We can work it out:  Publishers 



• Articulate collection policies 

• Co-ordinate collection policies 

• Beware the thrice read rule 

• Articulate polices for embedded content 

• Engage!! 

We can work it out:  Libraries & Cultural Heritage 

Institutions 



Questions or 

Comments? 

Sheila Morrissey 

sheila.morrissey@ithaka.org 

@sheilaMorr 

www.portico.org 

Thank you! 


